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The Name of Mother 
By Barbara C. Ryberg 


LOVE the name of Mother, because 
of her who wears it; . 
How dear the name to those who’ve 
known her love; 
In every joy or sorrow, who else so fully 
shares it? 
She is God’s precious gift from Heaven 
above. 
The many anxious moments she spent as 
I was growing, 
The silent tears she shed lest I should 
fall, 
The prayers she raised to keep me, no 
man has way of knowing: 
’Tis only God in Heaven could count 
them all. 
True, many friends have failed me — 
. “fair-weather friends” we call 
- them; 
They’re here today, tomorrow passed 
away; 
But many times I've failed her, with 
sorrow I recall them, 
And yet her love grows stronger day 
by day. 
The infant’s strength, youth’s anchor, 
whose love’ will never waver, 
Patterning home by that fair 2: ear 
above, 
Then daily I will offer my praise to Goa 
who gave her, 
My thanks for this expression of His 
love. 
+ 4 


Getting Away From It All 

Who has not, at some time or other, 
felt the urge to “get away from it all”? 
It is a longing that is neither uncommon 
nor new. David felt it, for he cried 


out: “Oh that I had wings like a dove! 
for then would I fly away, and be at rest. 
Lo, then would I wander far off, and re- 
main in the wilderness.” The desire to es- 
cape comes fram such things as the noise 
and confusion of city life, the dull 
routine of work day in and day out, the 
wear and tear of business competition, 
close, daily association with uncongenial 
personalities, the continual necessity of 
making decisions, the battle of wits in 
professional life, the struggle to allevi- 
ate sufferings, the clash of opinions in 
religious life. Occasionally the press 
tells of someone who has thrown off all 
restraint and actually done what hun- 
dreds of others might like to do. There 
was pathos — as well as a touch of humor 
—in the recent story of a Bronx bus 
driver who took his $18,000 coach for a 
1,340-mile jaunt “to get away from it 
all.” Of course his holiday was ghort- 
lived, for he was arrested in Hollywood, 
Fla., by two policemen. But it pays 
to analyze that strange longing. One 
can’t get away from temptation, or suf- 


fering, or petty annoyances, or the 
weather, or human nature in this world. 
A man can get away from other people, 
and in a warm climate he may be able 
to plot out a pretty easy life, but he 
can’t get away’ from himself. The silence 
of a mountain summit, the calm expanse 
of a lake in the woods, a lonely stretch 
of beach and sand dunes .will rest the 
mind and eye and ear, quiet the nerves, 
and the lungs may there be filled with 
pure air; but these things will not still 
that restless longing in every man’s 
heart. There is only one thing that will 
do it, and that is “the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding.” And 
the first step toward that is to “have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Read pn in the Fifty-fifth Psalm, 
where David uttered his longing for 
rest, and see how he found the answer: 
“Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he 
shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer 
the righteous to be moved.” God gives 
peace that satisfies the heart, and it is 
as real in the city as on the mountaintop. 


The Friend of God 


friend of God (2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 
41:8). In the New Testament the 
Lord called His disciples — His obedient 
disciples — His friends. Do we covet the 
honor? There are conditions in. all true 
friendships, conditions on both sides. 
God chose Abram and called him 
alone, out of a luxurious city, which 
was full of architecture, arts, and sci- 
ences such as were not guessed till re- 
cent years when Sir Leonard Woolley 
unearthed it. 
Called out, after the God. of glory 
appeared unto him (Acts 7), Abram 
leaves home for a tent for his lifetime, 


: A BRAHAM was twice called the 








Cemfort for Dark Days 





“Nevertheless the foundation of 
Ged standeth sure, having this seal, 
The Lord knoweth them that are 
his. And, Let every one that 
nameth the name“of Christ depart 
from iniquity” (2 Tim. 2:19). 




















not knowing where. Was not that faith? 
Does not God call His friends of today 
to come out to a pilgrim life? It is 
not easy, ‘but the hidden life of a Chris- 
tian cannot otherwise flourish. He who 
is “a friend of the world is the enemy 
of God,” says James (4:4). Separation, 
then, is the first condition of the great 
friendship, separation in heart and life. 
Not that Abram was always faithful to 
the ways of God; he tried more than 
once to live apart from God’s compan- 
ionship, but it was not satisfactory. He 
had to return to the altar — worship on 
the ground of sacrificial blood — and. to 
the place where God wanted him. 

Was Lot a snare? Relations can be, 
and Lot is represented by Bunyan’s Mr. 
‘Worldly Wiseman, The best he saw 
must be for himseJf; but Abram surren- 
dered the choice, for quarreling between 
God’s men is a stumbling block to on- 
lookers, and often to employees. . Each 
act of obedience to God’s principles 
brought fresh blessing, and Abram (as 
we must) learned by degrees; that as 
he had entered on a pilgrim life, obe- 
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dience must be learned by experience. 
‘Lot’s selfish choice had its results for 
Abram, who was suddenly called upon 
to rescue his nephew from’a powerful 
raiding band who had captured Sodom, 
into which Lot had gradually been 
drawn, and from which he and his pos- 
sessions had been carried off. 

See, then, the patriarch suddenly faced 
with the need for action, and prepared 
by forethought to lead the rescue band. 
The man of faith is often called upon 
by the terrorized for help. Are we pre- 
pared to give it without uttering re- 
proach, and at personal risk? 

On the return journey there lurked a 
hidden temptation whereby Abram 
might have been lured into accepting 
some of Sodom’s riches. To anticipate 
this, the Lord sent Melchizedek to bless 
Abram and remind him that his God 
was the “possessor of heaven and earth” 
so that when the king of Sodom grate- 
fully offered goods from Sodom, Abram 
was prepared. He replied, “I have lift 
up mine hand unto the Lord, the most 
high God, the possessor of heaven and 
earth, that I will not take ... even to 
a shoelatchet, . . . lest thou shouldest 
say, I have made Abram rich” (Gen. 14: 
22, 23). The Lord is never anyone’s 
debtor, and quickly came the response, 
“Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, ang 
thy exceeding great reward”— God the 
all-sufficient One! Does an echo to our 
hearts come in the words, “I am... 
thine inheritance”? (Num. 18:20.) Is 
the Lord Himself indeed our own, 
greater and better and more to us in- 
dividually than anything He gives? Can 
we say: 

I will not gaze at glory 

But on my King of grace — 
Not at the crown He giveth, 

But on His pierced hand: 
The Lamb is all the glory 

Of Immanuel’s Land. 

It is after this wonderful revelation 
to him in Genesis 15 that Abram speaks 
to God, in his first recorded prayer. 
So far the Lord’s voice only has been 
heard in the intercourse, that inter- 
course that was to grow so wonderfully. 
God always takes the initiative with 
His own from the very first, and He 
wants our response; ‘this is very pre- 
cious to Him, unworthy though we are. 

In this instance Abram pleads a prom- 
ise, which is the sure way toward re- 
ceiving an answer, either what we de- 
sire and ask, or something better. We 
may have to wait for it, as did Abram. 
He received more details as to his prom- 
ised inheritance and the definite prom- 
ise of a son. God told him to go out 
and count the stars, saying, “So shall 
thy seed be.” He could not fully have 
understood the answer, but he grasped 
that a son was to be born and have in- 
numerable descendants, and he believed 
God, this childless Abram advancing in 
years. Although the promise was con- 
trary to all human likelihood; he be- 
lieved God, Tiliat is the essence of faith 
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o 
—trusting without visible proof. And 
God’s response was overwhelming in 
grace. “He counted it to him for [or, 
unto] righteousness” (Rom. 4:22). 

Nearly 2,000 years later Paul wrote 
that Abraham’s faith was reckoned for 
righteousness long before the Law was 
given, and in like manner God reckons 
to us for righteousness the faith we put 
in Him when we take Him at His word. 
He is so satisfied with His Son Jesus 
and His sacrifice, that on our receiving 
Him God cancels our guilt and reckons 
us robed in the righteousness of God in 
Christ, 

Many who truly believe God go grop- 
ing in twilight all their lives longing and 
looking for assurance. Whose assur- 
ance do they want? God has given His, 
in His Word; and as we by His grace 
rest on His assurance there that He is 
satisfied with Christ on our behalf, we 
give honor, and even pleasure, to God 
by resting, and the rest deepens. 

The main condition of any friendship 
is faithfulness, which includes change- 
lessness. In God this is absolute. He 
is faithful to His engagements, and will 
carry them out to the utmost, true to 
His Word and to His oath, for in He- 
brews 6:16-19 we are told He' has actu- 
ally sworn to it. This is an anchor for 
storm-tossed mariners; or a complete 
answer to the doubts that compass us 
about like bees at times, which in the 
name of the Lord we will destroy. ‘ His 
character is in His name, and He has 
offered that for the comfort and assur- 
ance of poor pilgrims. Doubts are thick 
in the air nowadays, but the Lord is 
never abSent. 

Abram could not foresee the countless 
spiritual children included in the prom- 
ise in Genesis 15:5. How great must be 
his joy since knowing! His faith was 
tested. many times, but he triumphed in 
obedience and was called “the friend of 
God.” This is on record for eternity. 


Notes on Open Letters 


Spiritism 

Will you please tell me if it is the 
effect of “electrical currents” through 
the several hands placed on a card 
table, or mental concentration, or ——? 
which causes it to tap the correct an- 
swers to questions ed “it”? 

Is it a demonstration of the power 
of evil spirits? 

I’ write to you in order to have an 
authentic answer to show a few friehds 
who think it is purely fun. It was 
used as entertainment at a children’s 


and allow nothing but clean, good 
fun wy their children, — A # 
rea ° 


Will you please send me a tract or 
an article felling about Spiritualism 
and what is with it? I have 
a friend who is becoming much in- 
terested in it, after having attended 
the Primitive Methodist urch for 
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ars. I enjoy THe Sunpay ScHoor 
TiMtEs so much and receive much good 
from it—A New York reader. . 

What is Spiritualism? What’ is 

with Spiritualism? I would 
like fo read the subject discussed in 
your “Notes on Open Letters” or an 
article in the Tres. 

I have been a reader of the Tres 
for many years, and find it a at 
help, especially on the Sunday ool 
lessons--A Canadian reader. 

Can you tell me where I can get, 
in tract form, some good material on 
Spiritism, fortunete , ete., in the 
light of God’s Word? More than twenty- 
five years ago —I think it was actually 
in 1919 or 1920—you published an 

on this subject which was a 
help and a warning to me not to dab- 
ble in these things, even “for fun.” 
Sometimes I meet Christians today 
who think these things are only a 
“hoax”; but I tell th they are not 
all trickery, but th things belong 
to the realm of the Evil One, and the 
gp so has no business tampering 

th them. Could you i? me to get 
literature on this subject which I could 
put in their hands? — A Canadian 
reader. 


Spiritism is the cult of communica- 
tion with the world of spirits. It is 
often called Spiritualism, but the Tmves 
has held to the term Spiritism to avoid 
misunderstanding. The word is used in 
the title of an authoritative and inter- 
esting book on the subject: “Modern 
Spiritism—Its Science and Religion,” 
by the late A. T. Schofield, M.D., vice- 
president of the Victoria Institute, author 
of several books, and a well-known Lon- 
don Christian physician. (P. Blakiston’s 
Son and Co., 1012 Walnut St., Philadel- 
phia, 1920; out of print.) 


G. H. Pember, in “Earth’s Earliest 
Ages” (see note at end), says that “Spir- 


itism ... dates only from the forty- . 


eighth year of the present century” 
(1848). The origin of it, according to 
Pember, is as follows: 


“On the night of the. thirty-first of 
March, some seventy or eighty persons 
were assembled in the house of one 
Fox, a farmer of Hydesville in the state 
of New York. They had come together 
for the purpose of investigating certain 
unaccountable rappings and disturbances 
which were alleged to take place in 
the sleeping room of Margaret and Kate 
Fox, giris of twelve and nine years of 
age. These children had devised a means 
of intelligent communication with the 
author of the noises, who would reply 
by a correct number of raps to numeri- 
cal questions, and would answer other 
ginterrogations by a rap for an affirma- 
tive and silence for, a negative. The 
younger Fox had also discovered that 
she could obtain a response to dumb 
signs; so that the spirit could see as 
well as hear. 

“Proceeding upon this experience the 
crowd of neighbours elicited the fol- 
lowing communication. That the mys- 
terious existence was the spirit of a 
pedlar who had been murdered in the 

' . (Continued on page 452) 
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What Is Wrong With 
Seventh-Day Adventism? 


A review of its history, and ten of its errors 


acquaintance with Seventh-Day 

Adventism, I have come to regard 
it as one of the most dangerous, albeit 
one of the most innocent looking, of all 
mixtures of truth and error devised by 
Satan. However, Adventists have a way 
of speaking up! What they claim for 
themselves is voiced by H. M. S. Rich- 
ards in the following quotation. (Mr. 
Richards is the voice of Adventism’s 


A FTER many years of intimate 


-anonymously presented radio broadcast, 


“The Voice of Prophecy.”) He says: 
“The Seventh-Day “Adventist Church 
ig not simply another church organ- 
ization, the crystallization of a doc- 
trinal controversy, or the elongated 
shadow of some strong personality. 
Far from it. It is prophecy in ac- 
tion—the very world movement and 
message pictured and predicted in Bible 
prophecy .actually come to lifé and 
reality in our day.” (The Advent Re- 
view and Sabbath Herald, Oct. 11, 1945.) 


Its Extrayagant Claims 


Another evidence of the lofty esteem 
in which Seventh-Day Adventists hold 
their sect is to be observed in the word- 
ing of an announcement made (in a 
surreptitious manner, of course) by a 
leading theater-evangelist of the cult. 
In advertising one of his sensationally 
titled lectures, he boasts that the move- 
ment, which he disguisedly represents, 
constitutes “the world’s greatest effort 
to carry the name of Christ to all the 


- world in one generation!” And he fur- 


ther asserts that it is “considered the 
greatest co-operative missionary move- 
ment since the days of St. Paul.” (Ex- 
cerpts from a “Prophecy Speaks” adver- 
tisement appearing in the Minneapolis 
Star-Journal, Sept. 15, 1945.) 


As a movement, Seventh-Day Advent- 
ism is recognized as ranking with the 
most aggressive arid efficiently admirtis- 
tered among the many false religious 
cults of the day. Within its world-en- 
circling membership of approximately 
600,000, it has about 30,000 regular 
workers, while its lay-member workers 
are also numerous, well organized, and 
extremely zealous. aay, 

But many Christians, aware of such 
facts and of the sect’s audacious claims, 
naturally wonder why Adventists habit- 
ually resort to the use of subtle,’ iden- 
tity-concealing methods in the promul- 
gation of their so-called “truth.” When 
asked the reason, representatives of the 


By E. B. JONES 


For some years Mr. E. B. Jones was 
a Seventh-Day Adventist. But while 
he was on the mission field in India, 
he became convinced that its teach- 
ings were wrong. Concerning his 
64-page booklet, “Why You Should 
Not be .a Seventh-Day Adventist,” 
Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, teacher of Eng- 
lish at the Moody Bible Institute, 
says: “It was a great revelation to 
me ... the book strikes me as so 
important that I am going to an- 
nounce it to the entire student body. | 
. ¢. It dawned on me that it was 
time for the evangelical churches of 
Christ in this country to wake up 
to the pernicious falsehoods of these 
various isms, and to see to it that 
their people are fully informed con- 
cerning the errors which they teach.” 

Mr. Jones is affiliated with the 
World’s Christian Fundamentals As- 
sociation, the Independent Funda- 
mental Churches of America, and is 
executive director of the new Re- 
ligion Analysis Service, P. O. Box B, 
Traffic Station, Minneapolis (de- 
scribed in the Times, December .7, 
1946). Among the members of the 
Advisory Council of the Religion 
Analysis Service are Dr. Arthur I. 
Brown, Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, Dr. 
Harold 8. Laird, Dr. William R. Mc- 
Carrell, Dr. William L. Pettingill, 
and Dr. Louis T. Talbot. 

This is the first of three articles 


exposing the fallacies of Seventh- 
Day Adventism. 








cult commonly give some such reply 
as this: “In our public efforts, we do 
not openly use the title of our move- 
ment because we have to meet so much 
prejudice. Many people would never 
listen to us-were we-to preface our ap- 
peal for souls with a direct reference 
to our denominational name.” 

But what, in reality, is the motive for 
the subterfuge practiced by this move- 
ment? Thoughtful observers suspect 
that, ‘back of it all, there must be a more 
significant reason. than the one here of- 
fered. And, indeed, there is. Moreover, 
children of .God. who in these days are 
being so persistently annoyed — and, in 
some instances, spiritually endangered 
— by the subtle, proselyting activities of 
the Adventists should become informed 
regarding thé real reasons for the artifice 
employed by the cult. 
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What is wrong with Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventism? Why is it deceptive? 

Probably no more forthright and cor- 
rect answer to the first of these questions 
has ever been given, in so few words, 
than is this which has come from the 
pen of Dr. William L. Pettingill. He 
says: 

“The whole system of Seventh-Day 
Adventism is built upon a lie and con- 
sists of a series of lies from beginning 
to end.” (“Bible Questions Answered,” 
p. 255; enlarged edition.) 


The Problem of Past Mistakes 


The second question, too, has been can- 
didly answered for us, and by one who 
knew whereof he wrote—the late D. 
M. Canright. For twenty-eight years 
this able preacher and author had been 
a prominent leader of the Seventh-Day 
Adventists, when, following a period of 
growing conviction that their beliefs 
were unsound, and after a thorough ex- 
amination of the system, he, like Saul 
of Tarsus, turned right-about-face, re- 
maining steadfast till his death. In one 
of his masterful works dealing with the 
false teachings and delusive practices of 
the cult, Mr. Canright declares: 

“|. There is a streak of deception 
in the whole work of Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventists from the first to last. ... Do 
Baptists, Methodists, Disciples, or any 
other evangelical church have to prac- 
tice such methods to cover up past. mis- 
takes? Not one of them. All are proud 
of their past. But Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventists are ashamed of theirs, and well 
they may be.” (“Life of Mrs. E.°G. 
White,” pp. 156, 167. Mr. Canright’s 
writings are now out of, print.) 


Ne 


As Dr. Pettingill points out, the Sev- 
enth-Day Adventist movement was 
“built upon a lie.” It came into exist- 
ence (about a century ago, in the eastern 
section of the United States) as an out- 
growth of the false prophecy of one 
William Miller. In direct disobedience 
to our Lord’s teaching, “Ye know neither 
the day nor the hour wherein fhe Son 
of man cometh” (Matt. 25:13), this ear- 
nest but untaught farmer widely pro- 
claimed, during a period of Several 
years, that Christ would return to earth 
“about the year 1843,” later changing his 
prediction to the specific date of October 
22, 1844. 

When the prognostication failed, Mil- 
ler frankly agknowledged his error, and 
his following, of about. 50,000, largely 
dwindled away. There were, however, 
different small groups that. still clung 
to a belief in certain aspects.of the 
finally disillusioned prophet’s theory, 
among these factions being one which 
eventually developed into the Seventh- 
Day Adventist sect. But upon the same 
unsound premise, or the incorrectly con- 
strued time element upon which Miller . 
based his interpretation of Daniel 8:13, 
14, they, too, founded their system — not 











+ 
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upon a deep understanding and a right 
“dividing” of the Word of Truth, but 
upon flimsy, finite conjectures. And 
they further weakened the groundwork 
of their system by resorting, for light 
and approbation, to the supposed “in- 
spiration” of a sickly, “vision”-seeing 
girl named Ellen Gould Harmon. Miss 
Harmon later married James White, the 
leader of the group, and, during her 
subsequent, lengthy career as a self- 
styled “messenger of the Lord,” she was 
known as Mrs. E. G. White. 

And .so, during the turbulent days of 
religious fanaticism and reckless theo- 
logical guesswork which followed the 
“great disappointment” of 1844, the foun- 
dation of the Seventh-Day Adventist 
creed was laid. At that time the sect’s 
commonly termed “corner-stone doc- 
trine,” or its Christ-denying “sanctuary” 
teaching, which embraces the blasphe- 
mous: “atonement” and “investigative 
judgment” theories, originated. And in 
those same days of confusion, many other 
erroneous beliefs were added to the cult’s 
“message,” among them the following: 

(1) The seventh-day Sabbath must be 
observed instead of Sunday; (2) Sab- 
bath-keeping is “the seal of God,” Sun- 
day-keeping is “the mark of the beast”; 
(3) the end of the world is to occur in 
“this generation” (meaning within the 
life-span of those then living); (4) at 
His coming, Christ will translate only 
144,000 believers, this select number to 
be composed exclusively of those who 
keep the seventh-day Sabbath; (5) the 
“remnant” mentioned in Revelation 12: 
17, as those “which keep the command- 
ments of God, and have the testimony 
of Jesus Christ,” are Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventists— the only true church; (6) all 
religious bodies except the Adventists 
constitute “Babylon,” and are rejected 
of God; (7) the dead, both saints and 
sinners, rest in their graves in complete 
unconsciousness until the resurrection; 
(8) this earth is “the bottomless pit” 
where, as it lies in uninhabited deso- 
lation during the millennium, Satan is 
to be “bound”; (9) the wicked, including 
Satan and his angels, are to be finally 
annihilated; (10) the “testimonies,” or 
writings, of Mrs. White are inspired 
just as was the Bible, and are meant 
to interpret the Bible. 

These false beliefs constitute most of 
the major tenets which the “early day” 
Adventists styled “present truth,” all of 
which are held by the sect to this day. 
But in those pioneer days of the move- 
ment (which one writer has aptly 
termed “the floundering period”), the 
founders concocted several other strange 
theories which, after having been sanc- 
tioned by the “inspired” pen of Mrs. 
White, and after having been for some 
years publicly taught, were finally con- 
sidered erroneous, and quietly dropped. 
One of these eventually abandoned be- 
liefs was that the door of salvation closed 
for all mankind, with the’ exception of 
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Advent believers, on October 22, 1844. 
In her book, “The Great Controversy 
Between Christ and Satan,” Mrs. White 
writes concerning the origin of this doc- 
trine, which was known as the “shut 
door.” A brief explanation of it is pre- 
sented in. the following abridged ex- 
cerpts therefrom: 

“. . . After the passing of the time 
when the Saviour was expected, they 
(the originators of Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventism) still believed His coming to 
be near; they held that they had reached 
an important crisis, and that the work 
of Christ as man’s Intercessor before 
God, had ceased. . . . They felt that 
their work for the world was done, and 
they lost their burden of soul for the 
salvation of sinners. ...” (Page 429; edi- 
tion of 1911.) 

From 1844 to 1851, the pioneers of the 
movement, including its “messenger,” 
frequently prepared and published arti- 
cles in which they taught the “shut 
door” theory. In fact, this doctrine then 
constituted the center of their’ argu- 
ments. Eventually, however, its falsity 
became apparent. At least, it was in- 
directly conceded to be without Biblical 
support, for all reference to it was 
forthwith deleted from such of the early 
“visions” of Mrs. White and other of 
the sect’s writings as were later repub- 
lished. 

There were yet other fantastic theories, 
as well as absurd practices, of the pio- 
neers of the cult, which were eventually 
discontinued. Several of these are men- 
tioned by D. M. Canright in his book, 
“Seventh-Day Adventism Renounced” 
(pages 79, 80). 

(1) The leader, James White, set 1845 
for the end of the world; (2) in 1844, 
goods were given away because it was 
believed such material things would not 


_The Great Tribulation 
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be needed after that; (3) for years Ad- 
vent believers said it was a denial: of 
faith to set out trees, for they would 
never grow to bear fruit; (4) children 
were kept out of school because it was 
believed “time was so short” they would 
need no education; (5) it was consid- 
ered wrong either to organize or to 
adopt a church name, for to do so would 
be to imitate “Babylon,” the “fallen” 
churches; (6) some of the “early day 
believers” spoke in “unknown tongues,” 
while others, “under the power of the 
spirit,” would falk helpless to the floor; 
(7) women members were urged by Mrs. 
White, in an “inspired” message, to adopt 
a so-called “reform dress,” consisting 
of a short skirt under which pantaloons 
were worn extending to the ankles. 


It is because of these, as well as still 
other erroneous beliefs and fanatical 
practices of the founders of Adventism, 
that the present-day exponents of the 
system feel compelled to use deceptive 
methods. Though themselves deluded 


regarding many vital matters of a re- . 


ligious nature, they realize that there 
are, indeed, skeletons in the historical 
closet of the sect which they must, at 
all costs, conceal. And, they reason, the 
best way to do this is to present their 
supposed, now-faultless and all-impor- 
tant “truth” in as interesting and con- 
vincing a manner as possible, without 
disclosing the name of the smovement 
they represent, thus hoping to avoid the 
risk of bringing forth tell-tale facts re- 
lated to its embarrassing “early days” 
record — at least, not until unsuspecting 
and unwary auditors have at last been 
induced to “accept the truth.” 

This explains why Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventism is deceptive. It was conceived 
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What it is, and who must pass through it 


By WILLIAM L. PETTINGILL, D.D, 


This is the fifth in Dr. Pettingill’s series on prophecy, which will be 
continued next week. 


RIBULATION is the. appointed por- 

tion of God’s people. On his first 
missionary journey the Apostle Paul went 
among the infant churches, “confirm- 
ing the souls of the disciples, and ex- 
horting them to continue in the faith, 
and that we must through much tribu- 
lation enter into the kingdom of God” 
(Acts 14:22), 

But there is a difference between 
tribulation, or even “much tribulation,” 
and the Great Tribulation. 

After the Church is gathered out of 
the nations and caught up to meet. her 
Lord in the air, the dispensation of Law, 
interrupted ‘by the coming in of the 


Church, will be resumed and the seven 
years of Daniel’s seventieth “week” will 
run its course. The latter half of the 
“week” will be occupied by the Great 
Tribulation, and this will be immedi- 
ately followed by the coming in glory 
of the Son of man to take His seat upon 
the throne of His father David and reign 
as “king over all the earth” (Zech. 14:9). 
To make this clear, we shall now study 
the final paragraph of the ninth chap- 
ter of Daniel, verses 24-27, one of. the 
great mountain peaks of Scripture. 
The “weeks” in this passage are, more 
literally, sevens, and so much of the 
prophecy has been fulfilled that we 
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know the “sevens” are not sevens of 
days but sevens of years. In verse 24, 
seventy sevens, or 490 years, are set 
apart for. the national chastisement of 
Daniel’s people, Israel, and their estab- 
lishment in everlasting righteousness. 
In. verses 25-27, this period of seventy 
sevens, or 490 years, is divided into three 
unequal parts: 

First, there are seven sevens, or forty- 
nine years, during which the city of 
Jerusalem was to be rebuilt, “even in 
*troublous times.” This prophecy was 
fulfilled under the leadership of Ezra 
and Nehemiah. 


The End of Threescore-and-two Weeks 


Second, there are threescore-and-two, 
or sixty-two sevens, 434 years (v. 25), 
at the end of which time the Messiah 
was to come. This was fulfilled in the 
coming of Christ, nineteen centuries ago. 
As a matter of fact, as has been mathe- 
matically demonstrated by George H. 
Pember and Sir Robert Anderson, it was 
precisely 434 years after the decree of 
Artaxerxes, recorded in Nehemiah 2:1- 
8, that the Lord Jesus entered Jerusalem, 
in what is called “the triumphal entry,” 
showing Himself as “Messiah the 
Prince.” 

Verse 26 describes an indeterminate 
interval, during which the Messiah 
should be cut off, “but not for himself,” 
which of course was fulfilled at Cal- 
vary, and the destruction of Jerusalem 
in A.D. 70 by “the people of the prince 
that shall come”; and throughout this 
interval “even unto the end shall be 
war; desolations are determined” (R.V.). 
This interval has now endured for more 
than nineteen centuries. It has béen 
characterized throughout by war and 
desolations, and it will continue so “even 
unto the end.” So long as men are at 
war with God, they will be at war with 
each other. 

Third, there is the remaining seven 
of years in verse 27, Daniel’s seventieth 
“week.” This describes what shall tran- 
spire after the Church has been snatched 
away in the Rapture. 

1, “And he shall confirm the covenant 
with [the] many for one week.” The 
pronoun “he” refers to “the prince that 
shall come” of the preceding verse. He 
is the Antichrist! of the end-time, the 
Emperor of the revived Roman Empire. 
He is identical with the “little horn” of 
Daniel 7. He is identified several times 
in Daniel as the ruler of Rome, and it 
was his people, the Roman people, who 
in’ A.D, 76 destroyed the city of Jeru- 
salem and the sanctuary, that is the 
Temple. 

This coming prince, the Antichrist, 
will come into view immediately after 
the Rapture, and he will “confirm the 
covenant with many for one week” 





1 Bible teachers differ as to which of the 
“beasts” of Revelation 13 should be called 
the Antichrist; when the term is used in these 
studies the first “beast” is referred to (Rev. 
13:1-8). 
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[seven]; that is, he will make a treaty 
with the Jews, assuming a protectorate 
over the land of Palestine for seven 
years, and this treaty will be ratified 
by the “many,” that is, by a majority 
vote. 

2.“And in the midst of the week 
{seven] he shall cause the sacrifice and 
the oblation to cease.’”” After three and 
one-half years of comparative peace, the 
Antichrist will break his covenant, and 
forbid the worship of Jehovah in Jeru- 
salem. By this time, the Jews will have 
resumed the worship in a rebuilt Temple, 
and, when the Emperor attempts to stop 
it, they will resist, and this will pre- 
cipitate the Great Tribulation. 

3. “And for the overspreadinz of 
abominations he shall make it desolate.” 
The word “abomination’ is frequenily 
used in the Old Testament Zor idol wor- 
ship (Exod. 8:26; Deut. 7:5, 26; 27:15; 
1 Kings 11:5-7). The reference in Dan- 
iel is to the “image of “te beast” men- 
tioned in Revelation 13:14-16. This is 
“the abomination that ma’eth desolate” 
of Daniel 11:31 and 12:11, and “the 
abomination of desolatioi.” of Matthew 
24:15. 

4. “Even until the consummaticn, and 
that determined shall be poured upon 
the desolate.” According to some author- 
ities, this last word should read “deso- 
lator,” and this makes the passage refer 
to the judgment that will overtake the 
Antichrist himself, the desolator. 


The Time of Jacob’s Trouble 


The Great Tribulation is predicted in 
Psalm 2:4-6, where God breaks His long 
silence and speaks unto the rebellious 
nations “in his wrath,” and vexes them 
“in his sore displeasure,” just before 
setting His King upon His “holy hill of 
Zion”; and, in.verse 12 of the same 
Psalm, where it speaks of the wrath of 
the angry Son of God. Then, in Jere- 
miah 30:7, it is written, “Alas! for that 
day is great, so that none is like it: it 
is even the time of Jacob’s trouble, but 
he shall be saved out of it.” While the 
Great Tribulation will involve all the 
nations, Israel will be the chief sufferer. 
Daniel 12:1 must be speaking of that 
same day, when “there shall be a time 
of trouble, such as never was since there 
was a nation even to that same time: 
and at that time thy people [Daniel’s 
people, Israel] shall be delivered, every 
one that shall be found written in the 
book.” And our Lord Himself could 
be speaking of none other than that 
same time when in Matthew 24:21 He 
says: “For tiv.» shall be great tribula- 
tion, such as was not since the begin- 
ning of the world to this time, no, hor 
ever shall be.” 

Our space will not permit a detailed 
examination of all that Scripture says 
about our subject. Let us make use of 
Dr. Scofield’s splendid summary in the 
Scofield Reference Bible, page 1337: 

“The great tribulation is the period of 
unexampled trouble predicted in the 


(5) 


passages cited under that head from Psa. 
2:5 to Rev. 7:14 and described in Rev. 
11 to 18. Involving in a measure the 
whole earth (Rev. 3:10), it is yet dis- 
tinctively ‘the time of Jacob’; trouble’ 
(Jer. 30:7), and its vortex Jerusalem 
and the Holy Land. It involves the peo- 
ple of God who will have returned to 
Palestine in unbelief. Its duration is 
three and a half years, or the last half 
of the seventieth week of Daniel (Dan. 
9: 24-27, note; Rev. 11:2, 3). The elements 
of the tribulation are: (1) The cruel 
reign of the ‘beast out of the sea’ (Rev. 
13:1), who, at the beginning of the three 
and a half years, will break his cove- 
nant with the Jews (by virtue of which 
they will have re-established the tem- 
ple worship, Dan. 9:27), and show him- 
self in the temple, demanding that he be 
worshipped as God (Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 
2:4). (2) The active interposition of 
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Satan ‘having great wrath’ (Rev. 12:12), — 


who gives his power to the Beast (Rev. 
13:4, 5). (3) The unprecedented activ- 
ity of demons (Rev. 9:2, 11); and (4) 
the terrible ‘bowl’ judgments of Revela- 
tion 16. The great tribulation will be, 
however, a period of salvation. An elec- 
tion out of Israel is seen as sealed for 
God (Rev. 7:4-8), and, with an innum-. 
erable multitude of Gentiles (Rev. 7:9), 
are said to have come ‘out of the great 
tribulation’ (Rev. 7:14). They are not 
of the priesthood, the church, to which 
they seem to stand somewhat in the re- 
lation of the Levites to the priests under 
the Mosaic Covenant. The great tribu- 
lation is immediately followed by the 
return of Christ in glory, and the events 
associated therewith (Matt. 24:29, 30).” 


The Church will not pass through the 
Great Tribulation, nor into any part of 
it. The Great Tribulation is a visitation 
of the wrath of God in judgment upon 
His enemies. The Church of Christ is 
His body, the fullness of Him that filleth 
all in all (Eph. 1:22, 23). In Christ, by 
the reckoning of God, the Church has 
already passed through God’s judgment 
for sin on the cross of Calvary. To sub- 
ject the body of Christ again .o the bil- 
lows of God’s wrath would be unjust, 
and it is unthinkable that a righteous 
God could permit such a thing. We have 
been, by our relation to Christ, “deliv- 
ered .. . from the wrath to come” (1 
Thess. 1:9, 10). 


Why the Church Must Escape 


The Church is the bride of Christ 
(Eph. 5:31, 32), bone of His bone and 
flesh of His flesh, and they together are 
“one flesh” (Gen. 1:23, 24). To put the 
Church through the Great Tribulation 
would be to subject Christ Himself the 
second time to the visitation of God’s 
wrath. It is impossible; it cannot be. 
The righteousness of God makes it im- 
possible, and it must not be. “Shall not 
the Judge of all the earth do right?” 
(Gen. 18:25.) 

And we have in Revelation 3:10 a 
definite statement showing that the 
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Churéi will be kepf out of the Great 
Tribulation. Literally translated, the 
verse says: “Because thou hast kept 
my enduring Word, I also will keep thee 
from the hour of trial, which shall come 
upon all the world, to try them that 
dwell upon the earth.” This is plainly 
a reference to the Great Tribulation; 
and it is a promise to those who have 
kept His enduring Word, “the word of 
the Lord [which] endureth for ever” (1 
Pet. 1:25). The true Church, the born- 
again ones, have kept His Word. Not 


When the King Came 
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that they have obeyed it perfectly; we 
do nothing perfectly; but we have not 
discarded it, as the Modernist does. We 
have “a little strength,” and have kept 
His Word, and have not denied His 
name (Rev. 3:8), and therefore, when 
the “hour of trial,” the day of God’s 
wrath and of the wrath of the Lamb, — 
when it comes, we shall be taken out 
and kept from it. He who cannot lie 
has said it, arid He will do it. Blessed 
be His name forever ! 


(To be continued) 


Emperor Haile Selassie’s visit to the Gondar school, and the lesson we learned from it 


HIS has been a great day for our 

school! We have awaited the visit 
of His Majesty, Emperor Haile Selassie, 
for some weeks, not knowing when his 
coming might be. The whole town had 
been preparing for his arrival, and for 
days men were busy cleaning up, white- 
washing, removing unsightly articles 
from the streets, and erecting banners 
of welcome to the royal visitors. 

Yesterday we went to the old Castle 
to greet him when he arrived. At an 
early hour we gathered together at the 
school, and after prayers marched to 
our allotted space in front of the bal- 
cony where he was to appear. Promptly 
at eleven o’clock the planes flew over- 
head, and there was cheering and hand- 
clapping by the large crowd that had 
assembled. It was almost an hour later 
that the royal car drove through the 
gates of the ancient Castle, which was 
erected by the Portuguese, in or about 
A.D. 1580. A few moments later His 
Majesty appeared. There was great re- 
joicing, and it was with difficulty that 
the crowd was brought to order so that 
His Excellency, Bitwoded Adergatchu 
Massai could officially welcome His 
Majesty to our city and province. The 
school sang “Ethiopia,” the national an- 
them, after the priests of the Ethiopic 
church had sung the praises of His Ma- 
jesty, and the great crowd was dis- 
missed. 

But it was this morning that the news 
arrived that the Emperor woutd visit the 
school. The “Abbana” (the Emperor’s 
personal “spiritual advisor”) was to ar- 
rive in the morning to distribute cloth- 
ing to each of the pupils on béhalf of 
His Majesty. It was noon before this 
event took place, and words will fail to 
describe the scene. There were almost 
four hundred children arranged in size 
from the tallest to the smallest, for the 
garments to be distributed were “ready- 
mades.” Marching through the front 
porch in single file, in one door and out 
another, they each received an under- 
vest, a shirt, and a pair of pants, of 


By the Rev. T. J. GRESHAM SPEEDY 
Director of Education for Gondar Province, Ethiopia 


purest white material in comparison to 
the dirty rags that many had been wear- 
ing. As they got outside, in formation, 
they stripped off their old clothes and 
donned their new. What a change! 
When all were reclothed it was like a 
new school, It was amusing to see some 
of the misfits when a little chap got a 
suit several sizes. too large — but it will 
leave room for growth. Then there were 
the school badges; a picture of Gondar 
Castle, with two flaming torches under- 
neath, and the name of the school em- 
broidered on a dark background. These 
are to be sewn over the left breast 
pocket. For those with big enough feet 
there were shoes; for the others there 
is the hope of a later supply. 

There was time for a hurried lunch 
before the school reassembled for after- 
noon session. By this time news had got 
around about the morning distribution 
of clothes, and there was a motley crowd 
gathered around the school gates clam- 
oring for admission. Parents wanted to 
enroll their children, children who had 
“been sick,” or had other pressing duties 
which had hindered their presence in 
the morning, were there making their 
claims. But only those in clean white 
garments were allowed to enter for the 
visit of the King. 

At last the hour arrived, and those 
who were in the classrooms could hear 
the signs of his approach as the crowd 
outside clapped and otherwise expressed 
their joy at the sight of their Emperor. 
Meeting him at the foot of the steps 
leading up to the school, we led His 
Majesty and the other honorable guests 
to the headmaster’s office, where they 
signed their names in the flyleaf of one 
of the new edition New Testaments 
which has quite recently been printed, 
photographically copied from a hand- 
written manuscript lent by His Majesty 
for the purpose, through efforts of Dr. 
Donald Grey Barnhouse, and gifts of 
the Lord’s people in the United States 
of America. 

His Majesty took great interest in 
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visiting the classes, of which there are 
two Preparatory, two Primary, and four 
Intermediate. In each ‘classroom he 
stopped to hear the pupils fead or do 
some mathematical problem, and took 
especial interest in some of small stature 
who nevertheless showed scholastic abil- 
ity! His gentle manner and warm smile 
broke down any fear that might have 
been lurking in small hearts, and will 
cement the loyal devotion of these young 
subjects to their sovereign king for 
years to come, The youth of today are 
the men of tomorrow! 

Finally the whole school was assem- 
bled at the foot of the steps and was 
addressed by His Majesty, before being 
presented with a school banner. The 
banner, beautifully embroidered on a 
dark green plush background with a 
representation of Gondar Castle, under- 
neath which there are two flaming 
torches crossed’ and the name of the 
school, is backed by the tri-color of the 
Ethiopian Empire. May it lead many of 
the youth of this land in its wake, net 
only in realms of scholastic learning, 
but in the steps of Him of whom it is 
written, “The fear of the Lord is the be- 
ginning of wisdom.” His Majesty has 
expressed the desire that the pupils may 
be trained not only in learning but also 
in living. May the twin torches of truth 
and righteousness enflame the hearts of 
the youth of Gondar! 





LL of this has been written after a 

day of events illustrative of the 
greatest event that has yet to take place 
in this old world—the coming of the 
Kihg of kings. We know not the time 
of His coming, but the signs abound. on 
every hand. Are we ready for His com- 
ing? Only those with clean garments 
may enter the King’s presence, and it 
is He Himself who has provided such 
robes of spotless white, His righteous- 
ness, freely offered to those who will 
receive by faith. “Our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6) —but be 
stripped of the old, and don the new, 
and We ready for the coming of the 
King! Many will have excuses to offer 
in that day, but the proof of their fit- 
ness to enter the presence of the King 
will be the white garment of His right- 
eousness which He now offers to all who 
will receive. 

When He came, well nigh 2,000 years 
ago, there was one who heralded His 
coming with the challenge, “Repent for 
the kingdum of heaven is at hand!” The 
still small voice of the Holy Spirit would 
say today, “Be ye also ready: for in 
such an hour as ye think not the Son 
of man cometh” (Matt. 24:44). It is 
He who heralds the approach of our 
blessed Lord who also will clothe us 
with the garments of His righteousness. 
“He wil) reprove [convict] ... of right- 
eousness, because I .go to my Father” 
(John 16:8 and 10); 


(Continued on page 451) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 7. MAY 18. GOD IN NATIONAL AFFAIRS 


’ ; Amos; printed text, 5:6-15, 21-24 
Golden Text.—Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live.—Amos 5:14 


Kinc James Version 


Amos 5:6 Seek the Lorp, and ye shall live; lest he break out 
like fire in the house of Joseph, and devour it, and there be 
none to quench it in Beth-el. 

7 Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, and leave off righteous- 
ness in the earth, 


8 Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth 
the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day 
dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and 
poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The Lorp is his 
name: 

9 That strengtheneth the spoiled against the strong, so that the 
spoiled shall come against the fortress. 

10 They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor 
him that speaketh uprightly. 

11 Forasmuch therefore as your treading is upon the poor, and 
ye take from him burdens of wheat: ye have built houses of 
hewn stone, but ye shall not dwell in them; ye have planted 
pleasant vineyards, but ye shall not drink wine of them. 

12 For I know your manifold transgressions and your mighty 


sins: they afflict the just, they take a bribe, and they turn aside 
the poor in the gate from their right. 

13 Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in that time; for 
it isean evil time. 

14 Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the Lorn, 
the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have spoken. 

15 Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment 
in the gate: it may be that the Lory God of host§ will be gracious 
unto the remnant of Joseph. 

21 1 hate, I despise yours feast days, and I will not smell in 
your’ solemn assemblies. 

22 Though ye offer me burnt-offerings and your meat-offerings, 
I will not accept them: neither will I regard the peace-offerings 
of your fat beasts. 

23 Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will 
not hear the melody of thy viols. 

24 But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness 
as a mighty stream. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


MOS, though a herdman of Tekoa 
A in Judah (Amos 1:1), was sent by 

God to testify to the northern 
kingdom when Jeroboam II was reign- 
ing in Samaria. At that time Uzziah 
was king of Judah, so Amos ministered 
somewhat earlier than Isaiah, who dates 
his prophetic call in the year that King 
Uzziah died (Isa. 6:1). So far “as the 
record goes, Amos was without any for- 
mal education. He was a country boy 
who earned his living tending cattle and 
sheep and gathering wild figs (chap. 
7:14). The “sycomore” mentioned was 
a wild fig tree. To this young man came 
the call of God, separating him from his 
ordinary avocation and commissioning 
him to go forth as a prophet to proclaim 
the Word of the Lord. 

As he saw the corruption and injus- 
tice prevailing in the land of Israel, he 
began to inveigh against it, calling the 
nation to repentance and declaring that 
the judgment of God would soon fall 
upon Israel unless they turned from 
their wickedness and turned back to 
follow the Law of the Lord. This was 
resented by Amaziah, a priest of the calf 
set up at Bethel (1 Kings 12:28, 29), who 
forbade Amos to prophesy there and 
commanded him to go back to Judah, 
where he belonged. But fearlessly Amos 
withstood him and insisted on his right 
to speak the Word of God as it had been 
given to him (chap. 7:10-16). He is an 
outstanding example of one who, fearing 
God, feared no man, but delivered his 
message as the Lord had given it to him, 
assured that God would take care of the 
consequences. 
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Helps on the Evangelical Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons, 
published by the American Council 
of Christian Churches, will be 
found beginning on page 445. 




















_ The Historical Setting 


Jeroboam II reigned over the northern 
kingdom from about 798 to 665 B.C. He 
was the fourth in the dynasty established 
by Jehu, who destroyed the line of Ahab. 
Israel prospered under him in material 
things, but its moral and spiritual de- 
generation continued. 


Verse by Verse 


Amos 5:6—“Seek the Lord, and ye 
shall live.” The nation had gone far 
from God, as manifested by the immor- 
ality, the drunkerfness, the idolatry, and 
other flagrant offenses against Law, both 
divine and human, that characterized 
the people of Israel. The only way to 
recovery was to turn again to the Lord 
and seek His face. In the path of obe- 
dience they would find life and blessing. 

Verse 7.—“Ye who turn judgment to 
wormwood.” That is, they considered 
the will of God as something bitter and 
unpleasant. So they left off righteous- 
ness and preferred to walk in their own 
ways. 

Verse 8.—‘“Seek him that maketh the 
seven stars and Orion.” The God who 
created the Pleiades and the various 
constellations, the omnipotent and om- 
niscient One, alone is worthy of worship 
and allegiance. 

Verse 9—‘That strengtheneth the 
spoiled against the strong.” Jehovah is 
the defender of the weak who trust in 
Him, enabling them to overcome their 
mighty foes, who soon find they have 


“come against the fortress” when they 
oppose the truth of God. 


Verse 10.—“They hate him that re- 
buketh in the gate.” Evil men dislike 
any who endeavor to expose their cor- 
rupt ways, and they “abhor him” who 
turns the light of truth upon their wick- 
edness. 


Verse 11:—“Your treading is upon the 
poor.” Because of their greed for gain 
there were those who oppressed the 
needy and sought to profit by exploiting 
the poor. This is a grave sin, which the 
Word of God has condemned in all ages. 


Verse 12.—“They afflict the just, they 
take a bribe.” When the wicked are in 
places of authority the righteous suffer. 
Even those who are supposed to uphold 
the law accept' bribes in order to gain 
favorable consideration. Such condi- 
tions indicate the low condition into 
which the mation has fallen. 


Verse 13—“The prudent shall keep 
silence ... for it is an evil time.” Those 
who are concerned for their own safety 
and security dare not speak out when 
the wicked are in authority, lest they 
jeopardize their lives and possessions. 


Verse 14.—‘Seek good, and not evil.” 
It is never right to compromise with 
iniquity. The Lord of hosts, who knows 
the innermost thoughts of the heart, 
will be with those who follow after” 
righteousness and refrain from all that 
is contrary to goodness and decency. 


Verse 15.—“Hate the evil, and love the 
good ... it may be that the Lord God 
of hosts will be gracious.” Judgment 
had been pronounced already against 
the northern kingdom (of which 
Ephraim and Manasseh, the descendants 
of Joseph, were the leading tribes); but 
if repentance were evident God might 
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yet defer the execution of that which 
He was about to pour upon the people 
because of their sins. 


Verse 21.—“I despise your feast days.” 
Religious formalities are revolting to 
God when not accompanied by right- 
eousness of life and true self-judgment. 

Verse 22.—“Though ye offer me burnt- 
offerings and your meat-offerings, I will 
not accept them.” Samuel declared, long 
before, that obedience is better than sac- 
rifice. The outward forms and cere- 
monies of religion mean nothing to God 
if the heart is not right with Him. 


Verse 23.—“I will not hear the melody 
of thy viols.” Beautiful anthems and 
well-played instruments bring no joy to 
God when wickedness goes on unrebuked 
and unrepented of. 


Verse 24.—“Let judgment run down as 
waters, and righteousness as a mighty 
stream.” It is this that pleases God: 
when those who call themselves by His 
name carry out the principles of jus- 
tice, and practice righteousness. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is a great mistake to suppose that 
God finds pleasure in religious rites and 
ordinances, when those who thus profess 
to draw near to Him are guilty of un- 
righteousness in their attitude toward 
their fellow men, and are simply using 
the forms of piety to cover up their 
hypocritical behavior. He demands truth 
in the inward parts. His Word obeyed 
would solve all the problems from which 
society is suffering today. When that 
Word is ignored, or flagrantly cast to one 
side, disaster must inevitably follow. 


Lesson Outline 


1. Exhortation (Amos 5:6-9) 
2. Rejection (v. 10) 

3. Condemnation (vs. 11-13) 
4. Reformation (vs. 14, 15) 
5. Disapprobation (vs. 21-23) 
6. Admonition (v. 24) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Kimah and Kesil. These are the He- 
brew words used in verse 8 translated 
“the seven stars and Orion.” In the 
Book of Job (38:31), the same terms are 
used and there translated the “Pleiades” 
and “Orion.” While scholars are not 
absolutely certain that these are the ex- 
act groups of stars referred to, they are 
so considered by most translators. 

Rebuking in the Gate. The gate in 
_an Oriental city is the place of judgment. 
When nations are given to iniquitous 
practices the rulers resent any who speak 
out faithfully in the place where justice 
is supposed to be dispensed. 


Applications and Summaries 

The herdman of Tekoa soars to loftiest 
heights of inspired poetry as he con- 
templates the greatness and wisdom of 
the God who made the universe and who 
directs the stars in their courses. 

It may seem strange to us that a 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
6. May 11.—The Struggle Against Baal- 
BR od. Sasine 1 Kings 16:29 to 2 Kings 10 
Next Week's Lesson 


8. May °5.—The Fall of the Northern 
Kingdom (Temperance Lesson). 
2 Kings 5:1-15; 15:8 to 17:41; Isaiah 28:1-4 
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people so blessed as Israel was should 
ever have gotten so far away frem the 
God of their fathers. But what shall 
we say of our nation in its present atti- 
tude toward the righteous principles 
upon which our government was 
founded? 


It is a very common error to imagine 
that God will be pleased with church at- 
tendance and with punctiliousness in 
observing the ordinances of the New 
Testament, while the life is at variance 
with the teaching of His holy Word. 


What is needed above all today is that 
we as a people seek the Lord in con- 
fession of our sins, and endeavor by His 
grace so to walk before Him that we 
can count upon His approval, and so 
enjoyg His blessing. 


CHICAGO, we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macauley 


HERE did Amos hail from? 
2. When did Amos prophesy? 


3. How does Amos develop his 
theme? 


4. Who was the first (on record) to offer 
sacrifice at Bethel? 


5. Does Amos’s denunciation of the idola- 
trous’ practices at Bethel recall an earlier 
prophet? 


6. Who finally demolished the altar at 
Bethel? 


7. Where does the grace of God appear 
in this prophecy? 


8. By what arguments are the Children 
of Israel urged to seek the Lord? 


9. What kind of worship does God hate? 
10. Does the Gospel 6f grace release us 
from the demand of Amos 5:15? 


(Answers on page 444) 
+ 3 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


ET me tell you a true story which 

can well serve as a parallel to our 
lesson today, where God deals with Is- 
rael, a nation, onthe same principle as 
He does with individuals. Israel had 
every right and hope in God’s gracious 
promises and God’s infinite goodness, 
but Israel forfeited that right and hope 
by deserting the Lord and going over, 
body and soul, to worldliness and idol- 
atry. This was the occasion for the 
prophet Amos’s rebuke and forecast of 
the catastrophe which later came upon 
them in tragic and crushing force. A 
part of that forecast was: “Ye have 
built houses of hewn stone, but ye shall 
not dwell in them; ye have planted 
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pleasant vineyards, but ye shall not 
drink wine of them” (Amos 5:11). 

I knew a lovely young married couple. 
They were my personal friends. They 
were Christians and active workers in 
the churth. He was a leader in the 
men’s club and she was superintendent 
in the Primary Department of the Sun- 
day school. Let me call them John and 
Mary — not their real-names. John was 
one of the most attractive fellows I ever 
knew: fine personality, good-looking, a 
favorite with young and old. He had a 
good job with a large corporation and 
fair possibilities of promotion. Mary 
was a very beautiful. and attractive 
young woman and the children in her 
department were devoted to her; she 
was particularly gifted in working with 
children. 

One day I persuaded them to begin 
tithing their income. It was a stiff chal- 
lenge, because they were living right up 
to their means. They owned their modest 
little home and had two dear little 
daughters. John’s salary was $250 per 
month. He was giving two dollars a 
week to the Lord, but tithing meant 
more than doubling that. It would be 
a 140 per cent advance in his giving. 
But they prayed about it and made their 
pledge, planning some sharp cuts in their 
expenses. 

Two days after they had met the chal- 
lenge, John telephoned me in great joy 
that he had just received a “windfall.” 
Some years before, he had purchased 
a small lot jointly with a friend, in a 
new development. But the project had 
not worked out, and it appeared that the 
investmhhent would prove a clear loss. 
The 1932 bank suspension had occurred 


_ all over the nation, and real estate had 


tragically slumped in value. But just 
this morning his friend had informed 
him he had been able to sell the lot for 
cash, at a price which netted him a 
profit of $150. .It was a big surprise; he 
said- he believed the Lord was blessing 
him for tithing, and he was enthusiastic 
about it. They were careful to put in 
their $5 every Sunday for thirty.Sun- 
days; then the $150 was exhausted and 
they were back on their original prob- 
lem. But they, by skimping, managed 
to keep their pledge for several months, 
when along came a real explosion. John 
telephoned me one morning that his 
salary had been increased from $3,000 
to $5,000 a year. One of the higher offi- 
cers in the company had died suddenly 
and John was promoted to his position, 
with the increase in salary. John ex- 
claimed, “Tithing is wonderful!” The 
windows of Heaven had opened (Mal. 
3:10). - 

But now the sad part. The sudden 
advance in fortune went to their heads. 
The little cottage could no longer hold 
them. They bought a lot on the Avenue 
and proceeded to build an expensive 
home. Mary began attending tea parties 
with the wealthy set. Their expenses 
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leaped into the higher brackets when 
they moved into their new home on the 
Avenue. They did not tithe their in- 
crease and even neglected the former 
pledge. In a few months John was miss- 
. ing several Sundays in succession with 
his contributions, then would put a 
check in the plate dated thirty or sixty 
days ahead. Even this “kiting” method 
to “pay up” was discontinued finally, 
because business and social life absorbed 
all time formerly given to church work. 
Saturday night parties made Sunday 
morning as a rest period necessary, and 
Sunday night there was another party. 
Besides, the Christian life had somehow 
lost its taste. 

Then calamities began to fall. A little 
boy born in the new home contracted 
a fatal disease and died. Christian 
friends hoped this sorrow would bring 
them back to God, but it only seemed 
to harden them. Soon afterward the 
community was shocked when John, 
after a short illness, was taken away 
by pneumonia, The new home, heavily 
mortgaged, had to be given up. Mary 
and her two daughters moved into a 
smaller house than they had occupied 
before going to the Avenue. Mary had 
begun to grow deaf. This rapidly de- 
veloped and she was soon as deaf as a 
post; her beauty faded. The girls had 
to leave school and go to work. One 
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found a job in a dime store; the other 
left for some distant city. What a break- 
ing up! What.a tragic ending to a fam- 
ily life that had been so promising! “Ye 
have built houses of hewn stone, but 
ye shall not dwell in them; ye have 
planted pleasant vineyards, but ye shall 
not drink wine of them.” 
Aucusta, Ga. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, who in Thy good- 
ness hast given us Thy Word. as a lamp 
to our feet and a light to our paths, we 
thank Thee for Thy Book, for the holy 
men of old through whom its message 
eame, and for all faithful teachers of 
its truth today. Make us doers of the 
Word, not hearers only. Where we have 
walked in our own ways, disregarding 
Thy will, forgive, O Lord, and make the 
doing of Thy will our constant delight, 
we pray. Bless our homes, our dear ones, 
all who are ill, and such as are in any 
way afflicted or distressed. Bring evil 
men to repentance. Let the truth of 
Thy Gospel reach many this day who 
are far from Thee. Bless our land and 
give those who rule us a spirit of honor 
together with insight and strength to 
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“How long, 0 Lord, 


how long?’ 
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serve the cause of right always. Re- 
vive Thy Church, we pray; revive Thy 
work in our own hearts, and make the 
kingdoms of this world the Kingdom 
of Thy dear Son, our Saviour. In His 
name we ask it. Amen. 


After the Lesson—I once heard a 
young woman say, “I was the best Sun- 
day Christian. you ever saw.” She was 
talking of a time when she went with 
the wrong crowd, did the things they 
did, and then tried to pacify her con- 
science by going regularly to church and 
Sunday school on Sunday. That is the 
sort of thing Amos was hitting in his 
preaching. He pointed .to the evils of 
the times, the poor oppressed, judges 
corrupted by bribes, wickedness widely 
indulged, and scarcely ‘a voice raised in 
protest.: Yet all the whilé the people 
worshiped in much splendor. They 
seemed to think they could live as they 
chose as long as they paid their respects 
to God with due solemnity from time 
to time! But God hated their worship. 
Of their ,offerings He said, “I will not 
accept them,” Of their hymns and an- 
thems He said; “Take thou away from 
me the noise of thy songs. ... But let 
judgnrent run down as waters, and right- 
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eousness as a mighty stream.” That 
simply»meant, “Stop your singing and 
praying to Me until you put things right 
in your lives.” Yes, God wants us to 
be more than Sunday Christians. James 
in the New Testament, like Amos in the 
Old, insists that we be doers of the 
Word, not hearers only, deceiving our- 
selves. These people to ~whom Amos 

leached deceived themselves in think- 
ing God was with them, regardless of 
their conduct and character. But Amos 
says, “Seek good, and not evil, that ye 
may live: and so the Lord . . . shall be 
with you, as ye have spoken.” And it 
holds for us, too. To have God’s pres- 


br 


: Set ‘ow power in our lives, we must 
in 


our lives into line with what He 


,-§Bequires of us in His Word. If we have 


accepted the Lord Jesus as our Saviour, 
we must go on to let Him rule in our 
daily life. Never forget — 


You must show that Christ can save 
By the way that you behave. 


Hottysurn, B. C., Can. ’ 
¥ 
For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Amos, the Fearless Teacher 
(Amos 1:1; 5:12-15) 


SHEPHERD boy tended his father’s 
flocks in Tekoa, six miles south of 
Bethlehem. Sometimes Amos helped 
with the crops on his father’s little 
farm;. there were figs to gather, grapes 
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To Know Him and to Meke Him Known 


COLUMBIA BIBLE COLLEGE 


SUMMER SCHOOL 
at Columbia, S. C., June 14 to July 25 


Graduate and undergraduate courses in Bible, Doc- 
trine, Greek, English, Biology, Christian Educa- 
tion, Music (including piano and voice). Send to 
director for folder. 





Robert C. McQuilkin Columbia, S. C, 





The Gospel Volun- 
teers, one of several 
groups which give 
spiritual emphasis to 
student life. Inset: 
A bit of personal guidance that sometimes saves 
a life ministry. 


Equilibrium ... 


HE master-motives of men’s lives 

always have been—and always will 
be—heart-motives. HUNTINGTON CoL- 
LEGE therefore believes in the parallel 
development of the heart with the head 
and the hand. So the athletic field— 
the study table—the class-room and the 
prayer-room—all are made to bend to a 
single purpose: the rounding out of the 
HUNTINGTON man's preparation for 
complete life-success, 


The result in HUNTINGTON gradu- 
ates is an unusually fine balance of the 
spiritual with the mental and the physi- 
cal—a poise and equilibrium which have 
brought hundreds of HUNTINGTON men 
to the fore in the battle of life. 


(An annuity contract with this 
growing institution yields to elderly 
ople the highest rate of income of any 
investment of like safety. Does not fluc- 
tuate in value. Issues in any amount 
from $100 upward. And the holder ex- 
periences satisfaction that his funds are 
already invested in this outstanding 
work of Christian higher education, 








We welcome your 
correspondence. For 
complete data, write 
Office of The Presi- 
dent, Dept. T 547 
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to pick and squeeze for wine; wheat to 
cut and tie in bundles while the clumsy 
wooden cart hauled the golden sheaves 
to the barn. . 

Evenings, while the fire blazed high 
and the sheep safely slept, Amos loved 
to hear the older men tell the wondrous 
tales of their nation. The story which 
Amos liked best of all was probably 
about the shepherd boy who became 
their country’s greatest king, David. 
Then there was the glorious Solomon, 
who made gold and silver almost com- 
mon, so rich he was; yes, and wise, too. 
A sadder story followed, how the coun- 
try split into two parts with bad kings, 
until the people no longer truly wor- 
shiped God, who had done great things 
for them. The brave Elijah before the 
four hundred priests of Baal thrilled 
Amos. 

As Amos grew older, he must have 
thought much about God while he worked. 
He knew the sins of the people would 
surely bring trouble upon them. Then 
one day God spoke ‘Ao his heart, telling 
him to leave the farm work and go to 
the city of Bethel in Israel to warn the 
people of their sin and what would hap- 
pen. 

Amos. trudged northward on foot 
through the country. As he went, he 
noticed the fine crops of wheat, grapes, 
and olives. The farmers should be mak- 
ing money. But as he talked with them, 
they told him how they had to pay so 
much to the owners of the land that they 
had not enough left to feed their own 
families. Often the grain was seized By 
robbers. It was a hard time. They 
could not get justice. If they took a 
case to court, the rich men would bribe 
the judges and the poor could not get 
their rights. 

In the cities Amos saw other sights. 
Houses as big as palaces, rich with ivory 
and gold, sweet perfumes, feasting, 
music, drinking. Little the rich men 
cared that the poor were cheated to 
furnish them with luxuries! 

In the market places Amos’s keen eye 
noticed that the wheat for sale was poor, 
with much chaff in it; the scales were 
not giving fair weight; the’ bushel bas- 
kets were smaller than they were sup- 
posed to be; cheating, lying, stealing, 
swearing were common. Was there no 
regard for fairness? 

Amos was now at Bethel. Its name 
means House of God. There was the 
altar. What was that brightly shining 
object? A gold statue of a calf. And 
before the calf the richly dressed priest, 
Amaziah, was burning incense. Sweet 
music was playing, and a sacrifice lay 
burning on the altar, 

Amos burned with a message from God 
to these people. He spoke. “Hear this 
word that the Lord hath spoken against 
you, O children of Israel.” (Continue, 
following the vivid details of Amos 5: 
11, 12, 14, 21-24; 3:11, 12; 5:27; 7:9c.) 
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Amaziah sent word to King Jeroboam 
that Amos was planning to kill him. 
Then he tried to frighten Amos out of 
the country. Amos did go back home. 
Later he wrote down the words God 
had given him. They are kept for us ° 
in the Bible. Can you find them? Find 
the Memory Verse, “Seek good, and not 
evil, that ye may live” (5:14). 

On a large sheet of paper pupils may 
draw an irregular road from one corner 
to a square in the diagonally opposite 
corner. Along the road put up two signs: 
“Unfair to people,” “Unfair to God”; and 
in the square: “Trouble Square.” The 
paper on one side of the road is “Israel, 
787 B.C.” Have children list there their 
unfair practices, and in “Trouble Square” 
the results. The other half of the paper 
is “America, A.D. 1947.” Children may 
start a list there, and watch for other 
forms of unfairness to add next Sunday. 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teniiien 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


Amos, the Fearless Teacher 
(Amos 1:1; 5:12-15) 


MOS is quite a stranger to the little 

children. Possibly they have never 
heard of him. He is not one of the 
thrilling heroes | of the Old Testament, 
but rather a plain man who was not a 
preacher, but a farmer, a man who lived 
in the edge of the desert. He may have 
raised sheep, as he is called a herdman. 
(Use a figure of Amos.) 

But God gave him a message to Is- 
rael, and called him out from his place, 
to give God’s message. And he was, a 
faithful messenger, giving a message to 
the people that they did not want to 
hear. It takes courage to do that. 

The people had forgetten God. It 
was a time of great success in the nation, 
things seemed to’ be going well, but the 
people had turned away. from God, so 
He sent Amos to tell them that they 
would be punished for their sin. 

They didn’t believe Amos. They did 
not turn back to God, but Amos gave 
the message just the same. . , 

How faithful are we, as God’s mes- 
sengers? Each one of us who believes 
in the Lord Jesus Christ has been called 
to be a messenger from God, just as 
much as. Amos was. God has given us 
the wonderful Gospel to tell people that 
Christ died for them. But sometimes we 
say, “There’s no use saying anything to 
that person, for he wouldn’t believe.” 
Or we just fail to say anything when we 
have a good opportunity. 

Isn’t it wonderful that God chooses 
common people to do things for Him? 
If He chose only great people, most of 
us would be left out. God asks one 
thing of His servants: that they be faith- 
ful. Amos was a faithful messenger. 

Maybe you don’t know what faithful 
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means. Suppose your mother said to 
you one morning, “John, I will be away 
when you get home from school, but I 
want you to come in and change your 
clothes, and mow the lawn, right away, 
as soon as you come home.” But you 
play out for a while, and get your good 
clothes dirty. Then you change, and put 
the dirty ones out of sight, and get busy 
on the lawn. You're not quite finished 
when Mother gets home, but you tell 
her how hard it is to mow. 

Of course you don’t fool Mother, for 
she finds the dirty clothes, and she knows 
you disobeyed her. I would cali that 
being unfaithful. If you had done as 
she told you, so she could trust you the 
next time, you would be called faithful. 

Now about this being faithful to God. 
Even the smallest Primary child has 
some things he can do in God’s service. 
There are ways he can help tell out 
the Gospel. 

Some people have an idea preaching 
is only a job for the preacher or the 
Sunday school teacher, but they are 
wrong. You have a part in it, too. Let’s 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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see, what can a small boy and girl do? 

They can give their Sunday school 
papers to another child. 

They can give out tracts. 

They can invite people to church and 
Sunday school. 

They can give some of their money to 
send missionaries. 

They can tell others what Jesus has 
done-—He died to save them. 

You see, a child can be fdithful, just 
as faithful as Amos was, each in his 
place. 

Remember, the Lord praised the faith- 
ful servant. Isn’t it worth while work- 
ing for a word of praise from the Lord 
Himself? 

Fe.ton, CAuir. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
and explaining the conditions a, which 
are be from 


Tables.” "Preterence 1s is given to illustrations 
text. eee “ 
rat ieee re on each lesson S 


How He eaantsclan good, and 
not evil, that ye may live (Amos 5:14, 
Golden Text). A poor boy in a Penn- 
sylvania town was struggling for an edu- 


cation.. He studied and worked until 


he finally finished the formal course of 
study he had started. About that time 
he heard of a vacancy in a Chicago bank 
and decided to try for it. His mother 
objected, and his friends laughed at 
him, telling him there would be so many 
applications for the job in that great 
city that he would stand no chance. But 
he went. He met the bank president, 
who touched a button; the bank’s de- 
tective stepped in, looked closely at the 
boy, and went out. The president said, 
“Come back in a week.” The youth 
came back. The president said to him: 
“There were forty-three applicants 
whom we have been considering for this 
place in which you are interested. All 
of them have been watched for a week. 
Only two boys passed the character ex- 
amination, which touched particularly 
the points of extravagance, vice, where 
evenings ,are spent, and how the Sab- 
bath Day is observed. Ali this is strictly 
business, and not at all an inquisition 
into private character. This bank must 
take an account of these things for its 
own sake. Of the two boys you have 
the best qualifications. The place is 
yours.”—From Youth’s Instructor. Sent 
by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Power in His Name—Seek him... 
The Lord is his name (Amos 5:8). A 
native in South Africa had been seduced 
by a man who had a canteen for selling 
liquor and the drink had got hold of 
him, so that whenever he had a little 
money he spent it on what he called 
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Our Children Went 
Crazy With Joy 


A Hebrew Christian father writes 
from Poland: 


“Last week we received three par- 
cels from you containing food and 
clothing and even some toys for 
the children. 


“One of the parcels contained a 
little rubber doll, among other 
things, and .our children simply 
went crazy with joy. For years they 
have had no toys, We danced to- 
gether with them sharing their hap. 
piness, and tears of joy came to our 
eyes. 

“Dear Pastor, when your help first 
arrived we were in the most dread- 
ful situation, exhausted by years of 
inhuman suffering, and in addition 
our little girl was down with 
typhoid fever for seven weeks. At 
such a time our crucified Saviour 
stretched out His merciful hands to 
us through His disciples in America 
and rescued us unworthy ones. 


“Please convey to all the dear 
friends of your Society our most 
fervent gratitude for the constant 
and effective help which pulled us 
through this most difficult situation. 
Daily we pray for you and for a?! 
the friends of your Society. Miy 
our Heavenly Father be gracious 
and bless you all.” 


Hundreds of ,such pathetic letters 
come to us constantly from every 
part of Europe and other countries, 
from people praising God for the 
help received, or pouring out their 
hearts full of sorrow and agony. 
Your gift to The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society will 
be a blessing — an investment which 
will bring joy, comfort, and revival 
of faith and hope to multitudes of 
Hebrew Christians and Jewish peo- 
ple. Please write to 


The Friends of Israel 


Missionary and Relief Society, Inc.’ 


728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Joseph M. Steele, President 
Dr. Jesept T. Britan, Treasurer 
Rev. Victer Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 


Treasurer fer Cansda: 
REV. P. 8, DOBSON, M.A., D.B. 
Principal, Alma College, St. Themes, 
Ontarie, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My Glory,” sent ta all 
contributers and also on request. 
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Conchita 


Two thrilling stories of the Philippine 
Islands are portrayed in this book. ese 
true stories will give to boys and girls a real 
missionary vision as well as reveal God's 
wonder-working power in answer to prayer. 
Beautifully colored figures (10” high) for the 
feltograph are included. 
PRICE $1 (postage 5c extra) 
Order now from 
BIBLE CLUB MOVEMENT 

1605 Race Street - - «<- #£Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
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‘ THE WAY BEYOND THE - 
MOON Sas 
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Wr By Rev. John Bechtel ™— 
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apr $1.00, 
~,E-MIL MEETS THE CHIEF OF 
THE SKIES 


By ae. Gordon H. Smith 


How 2 tribesboy ch 
China Iearned “7 passe Bagh gv ee Sm blo Ee 


At most religious book stores i 


Christian Publications, Inc, 
1517 N. Third Street Harrisburg, Pa; 








When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in Tue Sunpay ScHoo. 





A Division of Good News 





Get in on the thrill of receiving each 
month a packet of some of America’s 
mewest and finest Christian literature. A 
small sum, paid in advance once a year, brings 
ypu the following: 

3. Generous quantities of the two best judged 
tract titles each month. Worth subscrip- 
tion price alone. 

2. Actual single copies of some of today's 
finest Christian literature—all newly pub- 
lished. 

3. Complimentary copy of new illustrated, 
inspiring monthly magazine, TCA NEWS. 

%. Helpful news re} jons, 
ideas. 


TRACT CLUB OF AMERICA Dept. T 
411 Wells Street © 7, mu. 

Enclosed find $2.00. Please enter my subscriptica 
to the Tract Club of America. I understand 1 will 
receive a packet of 30 tracts each month plus all 
of the Tract Club features mentioned above, 
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the “firewater.” A missionary lady meet- 
ing Him one day told him of the Lord 
Jesus and His power to save him and 
deliver him from the power of sin. She 
was away for some time and on coming 
back the man’s wife asked her what 
she had done to her husband, for she 
must have bewitched him. He had acted 
in a way the previous day as he had 
never doné before. She said, “Let. us 
go and ask him.” So on finding’ the 
man the missionary asked him what had 
taken place the day before and he told 
her that he had received a little money 
and was on his way to the canteen to 
get some “firewater” when he stopped 
and turned back. On being asked how 
that happened he replied it wag only a 
name. The lady asked him what name 
it was. He said, “May I tell it?” for he 
thought that the name was a secret talis- 
man not to be uttered to others. “Oh, 
yes,” said the lady, “tell it.” “Well, it 
was ‘Jesus,’” he said. “I was on my 
way to the canteen when I stopped and 
said, ‘Jesus, Jesus,’ and the spell was 
broken, for ‘whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” 
—From.Christian Digest. Sent by Ruth 
E. Dow, Orono, Maine. 


Forgetting That God Can Count.—For 
I know your manifold transgressions 
(Amos 5:12). A little girl and her 
brother were carrying a basket of cakes 
to their grandmother. Curious to see 
what was in the basket they very care- 


_ fully raised the cover and looked in. 


When their greedy eyes saw the tempt- 
ing cakes their mouths fairly watered to 
taste them. After counting them over 
several times they made up their minds 
they might eat just one of them. No- 
body would know it, and it would taste 
so good! While they were gazing at 
the cakes, and just ready to take one, 


the little girl looked up into her brother’s 


face, and askea the question, “Can’t God 
count?” This settled the matter; the lid 
was shut down, and all the cakes were 
carried to Grandmother.—From Moody 
Morthly. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can.; and E. M. James, Toronto, Can. 
Prize illustration. 


Power To Live It.—Hate the evil, and 
love the good (Amos 5:15). An officer 
of a Japanese liner was listening to an 
American companion talking about the 
Christian faith. With pathetic intensity 
he broke into the talk with the abrupt 
question: “But is there power to make 
a man live it?” An Imperial University 
man, with characteristic . keenness, 
touched the one critical spot. Happily he 
learned about the Man who died, and 
lived again, and lives and gives power 
to live it. His face showed something 
new inside. For the rest of the voyage 
he kept bringing men to his friend to 
learn about the power, yes, the Man, 
that can help a man actually to live the 
thing. This essentially’ is Christianity, 
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Christ is “the power of God unto sal- 
vation” and transforms lives—From S. 


D. Gordon. Sent by L. G. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 
No Substitute for Genuineness.— 


Though ye offer me burnt-offerings and 
your meat-offerings, I will not accept 
them (Amos 5:22). A pound note went 
here and there in the world. Here it paid a 
poor widow’s rentand saved herfrom evic. 
tion. There it bought clothing and food for 


. destitute children and saved them from 


starvation. In another place it squared 
up some accounts among commercial- 
ists. And once at least it cheered the 
heart of a church treasurer by appear- 
ing on the collection plate. But one day, 
returning from its rounds, it was found 
at the bank, where the banker took it 
in his hand, looked at it suspiciously, and 
then threw it quickly aside as a counter. 
feit note to be destroyed. After all the 
good it had done, it counted for nothing 
where real values count.—From the Gos- 
pel Herald. Sent by M. H. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 440) 


1. From Tekoa, seven miles south of Beth- 
lehem in the southern kingdom. He was 
therefore a “foreign’’ missionary. (See Amos 
1:1; 7:12.) 

2. In the latter part of the reign of Jero- 
boam II, when Uzziah was reigning in 
Judah, only about forty years before the 
end of the northern kingdom. 

3. (a) He first states the judgments upon 
the nations round about, with reasons (1:3 
to 2:5); (b) he states the judgment upon 
Israel, with reasons, more elaborately (2: 
6-16); (c) he vindicates the judgment upon 
Israel (3:1 to 4:13); (d) he cails for re- 
pentance with offers of mercy (5:1-15); (e) 
he enlarges on the judgment as inevitable 
(5:16 to 9:10); (f) he promises restoration 
(9:11-15). 

4. Abraham (Gen. 12:8). 

5. Yes. The man of God who came up 
from Judah to prophesy against the great 
altar at Bethel in the days of Jeroboam I. 
(See 1 Kings 13.) 


6. Josiah, king of Judah. (See 2 Kings 23: 
15-20.) 


7. In the call to seek Him, and live (5x, 
6, 14}. 


8. (a) He is the God of judgment (5:6); 
(b) He is the great creator (5:8); (c) He is 
the mighty deliverer (5:9). 


9. Formal worship divorced from right- 
eousness (5:21-24). 
10. By no means. (See Titus 2:11-13.) 
WHEATON, -IEL. 
ye ‘ 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, buginess, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Evangelical International Lesson 
; LESSON 7. MAY 18. THE KISS OF BETRAYAL 
Mark 14:43-54 (Supplementary Reading: Matthew 26: 47-57; Luke 22:47-54; John 18:2-12) 
Golden Text.—Jesus said-unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?—Luke 22:48 ‘ 


Kinc James Version 


Mark 14:43 And immediately, while he yet spake, cometh Judas, 
one of the twelve, and with him a great multitude with swords 
and staves, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. 

44.And he that betrayed him had given them a token, saying, 
Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he; take him, and lead 


him away safely. 


45 And as soon as he was come, he goeth straightway to him, 


and saith, Master, master; and kissed him. 


46 And they laid their hands on him, and took him. 

47 And one of them that stood by drew a sword, and smote a 
servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear. 

48 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Are ye come out, 
as against a thief, with swords and with staves to take me? 

49 I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and ye took 
me not: but the scriptures must be fulfilled. 


The Lesson in General 
By Tom M, Olson 


Introduction to the Lesson 

FTER the singing of the hymn in 
A the upper room in which the Lord 

@esus had instituted His Supper, 
He led forth the eleven disciples into 
the solitude of Gethsemane. He warned 
them that they would be offended be- 
cause of Him that very night. He quoted 
the prophecy regarding the smiting of 
the Shepherd and the scattering of the 
sheep. (Zech. 13:7.) 

To the disciples, it seemed unthinkable 
that they should be offended in such 
a glorious person as the Lord Jesus, 
hence they begap to contradict Him, 
and to say that they were ready even 
to die for Him. Peter’s voice was the 
loudest in this matter. 

When they entered Gethsemane, eight 
of-the apostles were told to sit close 
to the entrance of the Garden, while 
He took Peter, James, and John and 
went farther into its depths. Presently, 
He left the three and went forward a 
little, and prayed three times, saying, 
“Abba, Father, all things are possible 
unto thee; take away this cup from me: 
nevertheless not what I will, but what 
thou wilt.” 

How it enhances the work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ upon Calvary to realize 
that apart from His drinking that bitter 
cup to the very dregs, there was no way 
whereby man could righteously be 
brought back to God! 

The disciples who had expressed a 
willingness to die for the.Lord could not 
watch with Him even one hour. There 
must have been a special manifestation 
of Satan’s power in the Garden that 
night, for the Lord had said, “The prince 
of this world cometh, and hath nothing 
in me” (John 14:30). The powers of 


darkness were too great for prayerless 
disciples. Satan has since caused many 
devout disciples to go sound asleep at 





50 And they all forsook him, and fied. 


hold on him: 


51 And there followed him a certain young man, having a 
linen cloth cast about his naked body; and the young men laid 


52 And he left the linen cloth, and fied from them naked. 


53 And they led Jesus away to the high priest: and with him 


scribes. « 


at the fire. 
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Helps on the Uniform Lessons, 

published by the International 

Gouncil of Religious Education, 

will be found beginning on 
F page 439. 




















very crucial moments! Hence the need 
of the exhortation, “Watch ye and pray, 
lest ye enter into temptation.” 

When the Lord said, “Rise up, let us 
go,” He meant to go to—not away from 
— Judas and his band, who were ap- 
proaching that very moment to betray, 
seize, and lead Him away. 


The ‘Lesson in Detail 


Mark 14:43.—“And immediately, while 
he yet spake, cometh Judas.” 

Judas knew exactly where to lead this 
band, for Jesus ofttimes resorted to 
Gethsemane with His disciples (John 
18:2). What a grand thing to have a 
garden of prayer to which one may con- 
tinually resort! (Eph. 6:18.) 


Verse 44.—“And he that betrayed him 
had given them a token, saying, Whom- 
soever I shall kiss, that same is he.” 
What memories that word “token” 
awakens! For we have enjoyed going 
through the Scriptures and noticing the 
various “tokens” mentioned _ therein 
(Gen. 9:12-17; 17-11; Exod. 12:13; Josh. 
2:12-18; 2 Thess. 3:16). But think of the 
perfidy in using a fervent kiss on the 
Saviour’s cheek as the token of betrayal ! 


Verse 45—“And as soon as he was 
come, he goeth straightway to him, and 
saith, Master, master; and kissed him.” 
We read of only two persons kissing the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The first was that 
woman of the street mentioned in Luke 
7:37; 38. She not only washed the Sav- 
iour’s feet with her tears but wiped them 


‘with her hair and kissed them and 


anointed them. Hers was a kiss of peni- 
tence, of faith, of love. But Judas’ kiss 
was a kiss of betrayal. 

The advice given to the kings and 


were assembled all the chief priests and the elders and the 


54 And Peter followed him afar off, even into the palace of the 
high priest: and he sat with the servants, and warmed himself 


The Evangelical International Sunday School Lesson Outlines are 
copyrighted: by The American Council of Christian Churches, 
* and used by permission. 


judges of the earth in Psalm 2:12 — “Kiss 
the Son” —is applicable to all today. 

We know from 1 Corinthians 12:3 that 
no man can in reality call Jesus Lord 
but by the Holy: Spirit. Hence, it is 
interesting to notice that Judas never 
addressed Jesus as Lord, but always as 
“Master” or “Rabbi.” The. Good News 
today is: “That if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and be- 
lieve in thy heart that God raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved” 
(Rom. 10:9, R.V.). 


Verse 46.—“And they laid their hands 
on him, and took him.” Think of frail, 
puny, sinful man laying hold of the 
Creator and taking Him away to a mock 
trial and crucifixion! This they could 
never have done apart from His per- 
mitting such treatment. 


Verse 47.—“‘And one of them that 
stood by drew a sword, and smote a 
servant of the high priest, and cut off 
his ear.” John informs us that it was 
the Apostle Peter (John 18:10). Peter’s 
action here was the opposite of his 
words. He did not say: “I am ready 
to. kill someone for Thy sake,” but 


rather: “I am ready to be killed for 
Thy sake”! How little we know our- 
selves! Peter meant what he said, but 


when the real test came, how he failed! 

Luke tells us that it was the servant’s 
right ear that was cut off and Luke alone 
informs us that the Saviour touched his 
ear and healed him. That was the Lord’s 
last miracle. It has been remarked that 
we can cut off ears in our carnal de- 
fense of the Saviour, but only He can 
restore such ears! 


Verse 48.—‘And Jesus answered and 
said unto them, Are ye come out, as 
against a thief, with swords and with 
staves to take me?” How that word 


“thief” must have cut Judas to the very 
quick, for he was a thief! (John 12:£.) 
Had the band been seeking Judas, it 
would have been proper to come with 
swords and with staves; but the Lord 
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had a right to protest that that was not 
the way to take Him. 


Verse 49—“I was daily with you in 
the temple teaching, and ye took me not: 
but the scriptures must be fulfilled.” 
The Lord Jesus is a perfect example of 
Jéhn 3:21, which says, “He that doeth 
truth cometh to the light, that his deeds 
may be made manifest, that they are 
wrought in God.” Judas and his band 
are examples of John 3:19, 20: “Men 
loved darkness rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds were evil. For every 
one that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved,” Our Lord did not 
specify which Scriptures when He said, 
“The scriptures must be fulfilled.” But 
had this band been of the same char- 
acter as the two disciples who walked 
from Jerusalem to Emmaus (Luke 24: 
13), He could easily have begun at Moses 
and showed them in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning His rejection and 
maltreatment and crucifixion. 


Verse 50.—“And they all forsook him, 
and fled.”. This is one of the saddest 
statements of the entire Scriptures. 
Think of these disciples who had been 
with the Lord Jesus more than three 
years: they had heard His words, they 
had seen His miracles, they were per- 
suaded of His grace and fully satisfied 
that He loved them, they had boasted 
that they would not be offended, they 
were ready to die for Him, and yet at 
this critical moment, “they all forsook 
him, and fled”! The sheep were indeed 
scattered! What a spectacle they pre- 
sented: fleeing from the one who loved 
them, and from the one whom they 
loved! Truly,.the spirit was willing, 
but the flesh was weak! (Later on, 
Peter followed Him afar off, and was 


brought into the high priest’s palace, 


and John was there also.) 


Verses 51, 52.—“‘And there followed 
him a certain young man, having a linen 
cloth. cast about his naked body; and 
the young men laid hold on him: and 
he left the linen cloth, and fled from 
them. naked.” Here was one who dared 
to go farther than the apostles; but as 
soon as the officers of justice laid hold 
on him, he fled, leaying his garment in 
their Hands. Mark is the only one who 
mentions this incident, and his house 
was’ in Jerusalem, hence it is concluded 
that ‘Mark may have been this “certain 
young man”! 

Verse 53.—“And they led Jesus away 
to the high priest: and with him were 
assémbled all the chief priests and the 
elders and the scribes.” Here begins 
His trial before religious authorities. No 
one seems to be missing, although this 
is*an illegal assembly. 

It is‘ Dr. Morgan who points out that 
the Law declared that the Sanhedrin 
must not meet at night under any cir- 
cumstances. The Law moreover pro- 
vided that whenever the Sanhedrin met 
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Last Week's Lesson . 

@. May 11.—The Lord’s Supper. Mark 14:12-36 
Next Week’s Lesson y 

8. May 25.—The Trial of Jesus. Mark 14:55-65 








for the purpose of trying a prisoner, they 
should never pass sentence on the day 
of trial, but defer it. In spite of this, 
they at once came to a decision that He 
was worthy of death (v. 64). 


Verse 54—“And Peter followed him 

afar off, even into the palace of the high 
priest: and he sat with the servants, and 
warmed himself at the fire.” The night 
was cold, the fire was a luxury; but it 
was a serious mistake for Peter to at- 
tempt to make himself comfortable in 
the presence of enemies while his Lord 
was on trial. 
’ It was here he denied the Lord, and 
gave Him a harder blow than the false 
witnesses whom the high priests sought. 
But thank God for Peter’s bitter tears 
of repentance (Luke 22:62), and for the 
Lord’s appearance to him in resurrection 
(Luke 24:34), and for his restoration 
(John 21: 15-19), 


Outline of the Lesson 


Judas betrays the Son of man with a kiss 

The violent mob seize Him and lead Him 
to the council 

All the apostles forsake Him and flee 

The Jewish Sanhedrin illegally assem- 
bles to try Him 

False witnesses contradict themselves 
about Him 

Peter denies Him 

The Lord alone remains true 


Pointers 


The Numerical Bible calls attention to 
the fact that “Iscariot” means “traf- 
ficker.” What an unholy traffic Judas 
engaged in! Selling the Lord Jesus for 
the price of a slave! (Exod. 21:32.) 

Are not those to whom Christ is pre- 
sented today, and who turn from Him to 
seize the world instead, in their manner 
selling Christ, too? What better bar- 
gain are they driving than Judas? 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Marian Bishop Bower 


HO, most : probably, made up the 
“great multitude” that. accompanied 
Judas? 


2. What is the full méanirig of the word 
translated ‘“‘kiss’’? 


3. Give an explanation of the fact that 
John alone tells that it was Peter who cut 
off the ear of the servant Malchus. 


4. Which evangelist is the only one to 
tell of the healing of Malchus? 
. 


5. Who is the “certain young man” who 
followed Jesus said to be? 


6. What significance is there in the use of 
the words “Master, master,” by Judas? 


7. Who was the high priest to whom the 
Lord Jesus Christ was taken? 
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8. What was already in Caiaphas’s heart 
to do? 


9. How did Peter deliberately put him- 
self into the way of temptation? 


(Answers on page 449) 
” we 


For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
Jupas — Wy? 


i lpm is a lesson that brings puzzling 
questions to mind. What was the 
worst sin ever committed? Without 
doubt we would name the betrayal of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the sin which led 
most directly to Calvary. Do we won- 
der why Judas was admitted into the 
company of the twelve disciples? Why 
do Bible teachers and workers with 
young folks often tolerate in their 
groups some who are difficult discipline 
problems ang who flauntingly ignore 
spiritual instruction? Such teachers 
would give their young people a chance 
to hear the teachings of God’s Word, and 
to enjoy the love and happiness of Chris- 
tian comrades. Through all the indif- 
ference, and often the opposition of some 
of the group, these Christian’ workers 
carry on with a prayer in their thearts 
that wayward boys and girls may come 
to the Saviour. 

This was the privilege that Judas re- 
jected. As we contrast Judas and*‘the 
Lord Jesus we realize that Judas was a 
sinner; Christ was the Saviour from sin. 
Judas not only committed acts that were 
violations of God’s holy Law; he suf- 
fered from an absence of righteousness; 
and his very nature was at enmity 
against God (John 18:26-30). So far 
Judas was like all of us, for while we 
have not all sinned alike, yet “all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God.” 

Here we are baffled by another qués- 
tion: Why did God permit sin to enter 
the world? The Bible seems to be silent 
at this point. Except as we see the con- 
trast between our sin-bent wills and 
the holy will of God, we are condemned 
by the contrast, and if we are willing to 
surrender we begin to understand the 
amazirg love that led the Saviour to 
give His life for us. In the Scofield 
Reference Bible a footnote te Romans 
3:23 gives a helpful summary of the 
characteristics of sin. 

Again, in our contrast, we see that 
Judas was seeking unjust profit for self, 
while Christ was unselfishly serving His 
disciples. When the Lord said, “One of 
you... shall bétray me,” Judas, instead 
of makiag a confession of his evil in- 
tentions, let Satan have the victory 
within. Filled with anger he left the 


_ light and love of Christ’s presence, and 


“went immediately out: and it was 
night.” When Judas next sought Jesus, 
it was not in penitence, but with enemies 
of the Lord, and bearing “lanterns and 
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torches and weapons.” Judas was, in a. 
turmoil; Christ was at peace (Mark 14: 
48, 49). Judas took his own life as a 
hopeless coward (Matt. 27:5), while the 
Son of God sacrificed His life for the 
salvation of mankind. 

Why did Christ say of Judas, “Good 
were it for that man if he had never 
been born”? It is good to be born into 
this world of God’s creation with its op- 
portunities to enjoy life and make a 
worthy contribution; but we must never 
forget that “all flesh is grass... . The 
grass Withereth, the flower fadeth: but 
the word of our God shall stand for 
ever” (Isa. 40:6, 8). The best thing 
about being born is that we have the 
privilege of being born again, to be- 
come members of the Kingdom of God 
(Col. 1:12-14). Judas was born, but 
since he had never been born again, his 
life was a lost opportunity, with a lost 
future ahead. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF, 
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Teaching the Juniors 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 
APPROACH 


HAT did the Lord Jesus Christ 

and His eleven disciples do after 
the Lord’s Supper? (Mark 14:26.) To 
what place did they go? (v. 32.) What 
did the Lord Jesus do there? What did 
the disciples do? 


Tue Lesson 


Do you remember that Judas went 
out into the night after the Lord said 
that he would betray Him? Judas had 
heard the wonderful words of the Lord 
Jesus. He had seen many of the mir- 
acles. He had seen sick people made 
well and dead people raised to life. He 
had even heard the Lord say to others, 
“Thy sins be forgiven thee.” But the 
sins of Judas were not forgiven. In- 
stead of asking the Lord to save him 
from sin, Judas kept right on stealing 
when he went around with the Lord 
Jesus. Judas pretended to be a follower 
of Christ but he was really a follower 
of Satan. 

After Jesus said that Judas was go- 
ing to betray Him, Satan entered into 
Judas. The Lord’s'enemies had prom- 
ised to give Judas thirty pieces of silver 
if he would lead them to the Lord Jesus 
so they could catch Him. Judas de- 
cided to earn the money that very night. 

So while the Lord was kneeling in 
prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
and Peter, James, and John were sleep- 


- ing, Judas was leading Christ’s enemies 


nearer and nearer. They wondered how 
they could tell in the darkness which 
person was the Lord Himself. What did 
Judas say? (Matt. 26:48.) Of course the 
Lord Jesus knew all about this, for He 
is God and He knows everything. But 
when Judas came leading Christ’s ene. 
mies, the Lord Jesus Christ did not speak 
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angrily to him: Find what Christ said 
to him (Matt. 26:50). What did Judas 
say and do? (Mark 14:45.) What did 
the enemies of Christ do? (v. 46.) 
One of the disciples was very angry 
that these wicked men had come to ar- 
rest the Lord. This man grabbed his 
sword and slashed at the enemies of 
Jesus. He cut one man’s ear off. Who 
was this disciple? (John 18:10.) What 
did the Lord Jesus do? (Luke 22:51.) 
What did He say? (Matt. 26:53.) Can 
you see the blessed Lord standing calmly 


before His enemies? Then when Peter : 


rushed to defend Him, He instantly 
touched the ear of His enemy and healed 
him. What did the Lord say to His 
enemies in verses 48 and 49? 

Junior, read verse 50. What a sad time 
this was for the Lord Jesus! Judas had 
kissed Him just to show His enemies 
which one to arrest. All the other dis- 
ciples forsook Him afid fled. The Lord 
Jesus was going to die for them, and 
yet they all forsook Him. Did the Lord 
Jesus Christ say, “If they do not love 
me better than that, I will not bother 
with them any more at all. I will go 
right back to Heaven without dying for 
them”? The Lord Jesus is not like that. 
What does it say in the end of John 13:1? 


CoNncLUSION 


How can you help loving such a Sav- 
iour! His disciples forsook Him, but 
He loved them still. You and I have 
grieved Him very often, but He loves 
us still. He could have killed all His 
enemies with just one word. Instead of 
that He healed one of them. He let them 
take Him away to die, just because of 
His great love. 

»How can I help but love Him 
When He loved me so? 
ALTERNATE CONCLUSION 


What a wicked thing Judas did! 
Everyone despises the name of Judas. 
Judas is living today. Where is he? If 
you are unsaved you are headed for the 
same place Judas went to. Would it 
not be terrible to live with him forever? 
If you come to Jesus, and accept Him 
as your Saviour, you,will live with Him 
instead. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The iis Chest for 
Primary Teachers 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


° Topic and Scripture: 
Judas’s Black Heart (Mark 14:43-54) 


ELEN, see what you can find in our 

Treasure Chest. Two things—a 
ripe olive and a piece of thick rope. At 
the end of our lesson we shall see why 
these are here today. 

Who remembers the name of the pre- 
tend disciple who did not really love the 
Lord Jesus? All right, Ronny, put it 
on the board —TI’ll help you spell it. 
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Last Sunday we said Judas left the 
Supper and slipped out into the dark 
night. He skulked aleng the street un- 
til he came to a big palace. Here he 
met the Jewish priests and said to them, 
“I can lead you to Jesus now—I know 
where He is. You can catch Him to- 
night,- and the people will not know 
about it.” . 

“That is fine,” they replied, “We will 
get some soldiers and go with you.” 

“Wait—where is that money you 
promised me?” cried Judas. 


“Here it is—thirty pieces of silver.” 
Judas reached out greedily and clutched 
the money. It felt good in his hand. 


Soon the priests and soldiers were 
ready to go with Judas. “How shall 
we know which man is Jesus?” they 
asked. 


“Oh, He is my friend, so I shall kiss 
Him,” replied Judas with an evil laugh. 

On through the dark streets went these 
wicked men. They passed out of the 
city gate and into a garden of olive 
trees, for after the Supper, Jesus and 
His disciples had gone into this garden 
to pray. The disciples had been tired 
and had gone to sleep. a 

After some time Jesus wakened them 
and they all stood up listening, for the 
soldiers were just coming into the gar- 
den. 

All at once Judas ran forward and 
took Jesus by the hand. “Good evening, 
Master,” he said, and kissed Him. ' 

Then the soldiers rushed up and tied 
Jesus’ hands. Wasn’t that dreadful? 
They were treating the Saviour ds 
though He were a bad man who fought, 
stole, and killed people. 

Meanwhile Judas was keeping tight 
hold of his money. Suddenly he began 
to feel that he had done a terrible thing. 
“I have sold an innocent man !” he cried. 
And finding a rope somewhere, he went 
out and hanged himself on a tree. 

That was another awful sin. We shall 
never see Judas in Heaven, shall we? 

Our Memory Verse is about Judas. 
(Luke 22:48. Teach and explain. Then 
conclude and emphasize the story, using 
the olive and the rope.) 

How could Judas do such a dreadful 
thing? The sin of money-loving was 
allowed to grow in his heart. It filled 
his heart, then spilled over into his feet, 
hands, and head. 

Joan: and Dick may,pass these 
sheets and pencils. We will each draw 
around one of our hands. On the hand 
let us make a round penny. For when 
Judas first began to love money, the 
sin was small, like a penny. 

But it grew. We’ll'draw a dollar circle 
now. And then we’ll color the whole 
hand black. (If time permits, draw feet 
and lips also and color black.) os 

Judas was all black now. He not only 
loved money more than the Lord Jesus, 
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but he never asked God ‘to forgive him 
at all. 
That is the way sin does. 
till it covers the whole life. 
But aren’t you glad Jesus died to wash 
away our sins? Betty, please pass these 
copies of a wonderful chorus. Next Sun. 
day, we'll have a surprise to go with it. 
(Wordless Book Chorus, Wm. H. 
Dietz, Inc., 10 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago 
3; 5 cents each. Send also for as many 
copies of the Wordless Book as you have 
pupils. These, too, are 5 cents each.) 
FORESTVILLE, N. Y. 


we 
Illustrating the Lesson 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
year and explaining the conditions upon which 
Illustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. 1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip: from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” rence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

The Way to Triumph.—They laid their 
hands on him, and took him (Mark 14: 
46). Itis the story of Paul, Luther, Savon- 
arola, Knox, Wesley, and all the rest of 
the mighty army. , . . Who wrote the 
fadeless dream of “Pilgrim’s Progress’? 
A prince in royal purple upon a couch 
of ease? Nay! The trailing splendor 
of that vision gilded the dingy walls of 
old Bedford jail while John Bunyan, a 
princely prisoner, a glorious genius, 
made a faithful transcript of the scene. 
... Tribulation is the way to triumph.— 
From “Streams in the Desert,” by Mrs. 
Chas. Cowman. Sent by Hazel Thomson, 
Chicago. 


If We Were As Wise.—They all for- 
sook him, and fled (Mark 14:50). A 
small boy, new to the Sunday school, 
was greatly pleased with his picture 
card and its text, “Have faith in God.” 
On the homeward way, however, the 
precious possession slipped from his fin- 
gers and fluttered from the open street- 
car. Immediately a cry of distress arose: 
“Oh, I’ve lost my ‘Faith in God’! Stop 
the car! Please, stop the car!” The 
good-natured conductor signaled, and 
the card was recovered amid the smiles 
of the passengers. . . . There would be 
many truer and happier lives if only we 

. . were wise enough to call a halt 
when we find ourselves rushing ahead 
on some road where we are in danger 
of leaving faith in God behind us.— 


It grows 


From “Cyclopedia of Religious Anec-- 


dotes,” by Lawson. 
Thomson, Chicago. 


Sent by Hazel 


The Crowd Usually Wrong.—And they 
all forsook him, and fled (v. 50). It is hu- 
man to stand with the crowd; it is divine 
to stand alone. It is manlike to follow 
the people, to drift with the tide; it is 
Godlike to follow a principle alone. 
Noah built and voyaged alone. Abra- 
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ham .wandered and worshiped alone. 
Daniel dined and prayed alone. Elijah 
sacrificed and witnessed dlone. Jere- 
miah prophesied and wept alone. Jesus 
loved and died alone. The church in 
the wilderness praised Abraham and 
persecuted Moses. The church of the 
Kings praised Moses and persecuted the 
prophets. The church of Caiaphas 
praised the prophets and persecuted 
Jesus. The church of the popes praised 
the Saviour and persecuted the saints. 
And multitudes now, both in the church 
and in the world, applaud the courage 
and fortitude of the patriarch and 
prophets, the apostles and martyrs, but 
condemn as stubbornness or foolishness 
like faithfulness to truth today.—From 
Christian Digest. Sent by Mrs. Robert 
Vining, Franklin Square, N. Y. 


Doubtful Following.—And Peter fol- 
lowed him afar off (Mark 14:54). 
Tll go where you want me to go, dear 
Lord, 
Real service is what I desire. 
lll say what you want me to say, dear 
Lord — 
But don’t ask me to sing in the choir. 


I'll say what you want me to say, dear 
Lord, 
I like to see things come to pass. 
But don’t ask me to teach girls and boys, 
dear Lord — 
I’d rather just stay in my class. 


T'll do what you want me to do, dear Lord, 
I yearn for the Kingdom tc thrive. 
I'll give you my nickels and dimes, dear 
Lord — 
But please don’t ask me to tithe. 


T'll go where you want me to go, dear 
Lord, 
I'll say what you want me to say. 
I'm busy just now with myself, dear 
Lord — : 
I'll help you some other day. : 
—Author Unknown. 
—From Prairie Pastor and Overcomer. 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Satan’s Baubles.—Jesus said unto him, 
Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man 
with a kiss? (Luke 22:48, Golden Text.) 
During the war, the San Francisco 
League for Servicemen launched a 
nationwide drive for contributions of 
cheap and imitation jewelry to be sent 
to the armed forces in the Pacific for 
barter with the natives. Reports received 
by the high Army and Navy officials 
revealed that the aborigines of the Pa- 
cific Islands would perform the most 
dangerous and arduous of tasks in ex- 
change for trinkets, cheap jewelry, 
baubles, and almost anything that glit- 
tered. The natives apparently have no 
fear of any personal danger, and a bauble 
would cause any one of them to do work 
which often relieved a soldier for a more 
serious task. We smile at the report of 
natives doing hard work for mere bau- 
bles — but we should be sure we are not 
doing the equivalent spiritually. All that 
Satan has to offer are mere trifles—a 
bit of money, or pleasure, or fame, or 
indulgence. The native does not know 
the difference between the precious stone 
and the paste. The bauble serves his 








Lesson for May 18 


purpose admirably. But we should be 
aware of the difference between the 
transient and the eternal. For a mere 
trifle—thirty pieces of silver — Judas 
did Satan’s bidding and betrayed the 
Saviour... What trifle, what bauble, is 
Satan dangling before our eyes to cause 
us to do his work of sinning or disbe- 
lieving?—From Now. Sent by Helen 
Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. Prize illustra- 
tion. 
w 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions ere on pege 446) 


1. During the Passover feast the Temple 
was guarded by an armed cohort of 400 or 
600 men. From the captain of this cohort 
the leaders of the Pharisees woyld ask’ for 
an armed guard to arrest Jesus. A section 
of the cohort, then, led by an officer (John 
18:12) was added to by servants :from “the 
high priest's palace and Jewish leaders. 
Doubtless, too, the usual curious crowd- 
followers were there to add to the tumult 
and tragedy. 


2. It is from the Greek katathilasen, and 
means to kiss repeatedly, loudly, and fer- 
vently. Judas covered the Lord with kisses. 

3. John wrote his Gospel many years after 
the death of Peter when it was no longer 
necessary to keep secret this act of aggres- 
sion. He may, also, have been the only one 
who knew Malchus’s name, for he was 
acquainted with Caiaphas’s household. 

4. Only Luke, the physician, told of the 
healing. 

5. It is believed that he was Mark him- 
self, who alone gives this incident. 

6. It is significant to note that never once 
in the Scriptures is it recorded that Judas 
addressed Jesus as Lord. 


7. After a preliminary visit to Annas 
(John 18:13), Jesus was taken to the Sad- 
ducee, Joseph Caiaphas, who was really 
serving Rome rather than his people. 

8. He had already decided that the Lord 
Jesus Christ was to die. (See John 11:49-53.) 

9. Though he followed Jesus —even 
though that following was afar off —he 
warmed himself at the fire of the enemy, 
a mingling with the world that no Chris- 
tian dare do. 


West CoLLincswoop, N. J. 
4 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lene, Jr. 





Sunday, May 18 

1. Being Christian in Race Relations 
(Acts 17:22-29) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


UCH has been said in recent years 
concerning race relations. Some 
of it has been the result ‘of false senti- 
mentality or superficial thinking. Even 
in some church circles, particularly 
where the social gospel predominates, 
there have been those who would carry 
race relations to the point of inter- 
marriage, and other such extremes. 
One of the favorite texts of such ex- 
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Have you ever read the contract a 
Protestant must sign to marry a 
Catholic? Do you know the dangers 
involved? 


Dr. Mayer points out the consequences in To 
Sign or Not To Sign. A handy guide for 
parents in counscling teen-age children. Inval- 
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advice. Ideal for distribution on high school 
and college campuses. 
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Yes, you give. greatly—and receive 
greatly—when you join the thousands 
of holders of American Bible Society 
Annuity Agfeements. 

As long as you live, you receive a 
generous check at regular intervals 
throughout the year, and such checks 
have never failed in the more than 100 
years of the Annuity Plan operation. 

At the same time you receive the 
abiding happiness of knowing that you 
share in the glorious work of distribu- 
ting the Scriptures throughout the 
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tremists is the twenty-sixth Verse of the 


Scripture portion chosen for our con- 


sideration this week. However, usually 
it will be found that those who use this 
verse to support their views of the 
fatherhood of God and the brotherhood 
of man quote only the first part of the 
verse, ending at a comma and omitting 
the two remaining portions of the verse. 
It is well for us to see. that while the 
first part of this verse is true, and that 
first in Adam and then later in Noah 
the human race, regardless of color, had 
its common ancestry, the remaining por- 
tions of this verse are no less true. Here 
we learn that God just as surely has 
determined or fixed “the times,” or ex- 
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istence, of every race and nation, and 
that He appointed, or ordered, the 
“bounds” of their habitation. In other 
words, He assigned to the various races 
the places where they were to dwell. 
Deuteronomy 32:8 bears out this thought, 
for here we read, “When the Most High 
divided to the nations their inheritance, 
when he separated the sons of Adam, he 
set the bounds of the people according 
to the number of the children of Israel.” 
Man has upset God's design, and inter- 
fered with His purposes, and in a very 
large measure has brought upon him- 
self the race problems that exist today. 
In the majority of cases people of the 
various races of this earth would be far 
happier diving among their own kind 
and in their own places, as evidently 
God intended, than they can be, mixed 
up among the other races of the world. 
we 

But, since you and I live in the world 
that is confronted with race problems 
and race situations, we need to learn, 
if we can, what is our responsibility, 
as Christians, to those of other races who 
are living in our country, in our cities, 
or perhaps in our very towns. 

First of all, as believers in God’s Word, 
and followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we need to see clearly that God Himself 
has created the various races of this 
world, and that they are His creatures, 
just as we are. He is no respecter of 
persons (Acts 10:34), and He looks not 
upon the color of the skin, or the hair, 
but upon the heart (1 Sam. 16:7). Re- 
gardless of tongue or language, all men 
may call upon Him and be saved through 
belief in and acceptance of His Son. 
Since this is true, each of us who know 
Christ, and are seeking to follow Him 
has a responsibility to make Him known 
to all men, regardless of color or nation- 
ality, and to seek to have them accept 
Him, and serve Him. 

All of us are not so situated that we 
can go with the Gospel message to 
China, Africa, or to India, and the like, 
but we can help to make it possible for 
others to go. What is more, we can 
speak a word to men and women of other 
races who may be at our very door. 
What about the Chinese who may have 
a laundry or a restaurant in your neigh- 
borhord, or the colored man who may 
operate the elevator in your office build. 
ing, or run the lawn mower at your 
home? Have you ever taken the trouble 
to find out whether or not they know 
the Lord Jesus? 

ye 


A second responsibility of followers of 
the Lord Jesus Christ lies in their atti- 
tude toward those of other races. Cer- 
tainly there is no room for prejudice or 
discrimination on the part of the Chris- 
tian just because another’s skin may be 
of a different color, or because he speaks 
a. different language. Freedom from 
prejudice or discrimination does not al- 
ways mean that individuals of another 
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race must be accepted into oiir hothes, 
ahy more than we must weleothe into 
ouf fainilies those of our own race whose 
moral or Christian standards or whose 
habits would make them objectionable 
or harmful, but it does mean that there 
should be no feeling of superiority on 
our part, and that we must do all in 
our power to show forth a love of Christ 
toward such persons. 

The Christian, should feel no obliga- 
tion to let down the barriers set by pro- 
priety and custom in.the matter of inter- 
marriage with those of other races. All 
too often such marriages bring heart- 
ache and sorrow, not only to the hus- 
band and wife, but particularly to the 
innocent chjldren of such unions who 
must often face rejection by the face 
of both father and mother. Very sel- 
dom does intermarriage between those 
of other races, particularly those of 
other colors, lead to happiness and bless- 
ing. 

4 

And as Christians we shall want to do 
all in our power to make available to 
the underprivileged of other races inh 
our midst such opportunities for educa- 
tion and advancement as are open to 
those of our own race, keeping in mind 
always, however, that these are second- 
ary to the all-important objective of 
winning them for Christ. Only when He 
is in the hearts of men, whatever their 
eolor or race, can they rise to the fullest 
enjoyment of life and find their true 
place of privilege and service in His plan 
for this world. 

PHILADELPHIA, 

" 
What Is Wrong With Seventh-Day 
Adventism ? 


(Continued from page 436) 


in error, and as a candid examination of 
the system plainly reveais, it “consists 
of a series of lies from beginning to 
end.” How applicable to Adventism’s 
history is the proverb, “The Devil has 
many tools, but a lie is the handle that 
fits them all”! As a natural conse- 
quence of its false beginning, there is, 
as Mr. Canright has declared, “a streak 
of deception in the whole work of Sev- 
enth-Day Adventists, from first to last.” 
They are, as he has also declared, 
“ashamed of their past,” and it is be- 
cause of this that they resort to the 
use of deceptive measures and methods 
in the hope of keeping it all under cover, 


“Prophecy in action”! Such is the 
claim of Mr. Richards, of Adventism’s 
“Voice of Prophecy” broadcast. Yes, 
indeed! We agree that Seventh-Day 
Adventism is a fulfillment of Bible 
prophecy in these perilous latter days. 
But, it fulfills, not the lofty claims made 
for it by its deluded propagators, but 
only such ominous, solemnly significant 
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prophecies as the following, to which 
warnings every Chtistian believer will 
do well to take heed: 

“But the prophet, which shall presume 
to speak a word in my name, which I 
have not commanded him to speak, or 
that shall speak in the name of other 
gods, even that prophet shall die. And 
if thou say in thine heart, How shall 
we know the word which the Lord hath 
not spoken? When a prophet speaketh 
in the name of the Lord, if the thing 
follow not, nor come to pass, that is the 
thing which the Lord hath not spoken, 
but the prophet hath spoken it presump- 
tuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him” 
(Deut. 18: 20-22). 

“Beware of false prophets, which come 
to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 
they are ravening wolves” (Matt. 7:15). 

“There were false prophets also among 
the people, even as there shall be false 
teachers among you, who privily shall 
bring in damnable heresies, even deny- 
ing the Lord that bought them and bring 
upon thetnselves swift destruction” (2 
Pet. 2:1). : : 

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but 
try [prove] the spirits whether they are 
of God: because many false prophets are 
gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1). 


(To be continued next week) 
M 
When the King Came 
(Continued from page 438) 


The King’s promises have been made 
and noted by One who has the power 
to execute the King’s demands — prom- 
ises of a richer and fuller provision for 
days to come. Can we doubt the prom- 
ises He has given, recorded in His Word, 
with the backing of His power who said, 
“All power [authority] is given unto 
me, ...@0 ye therefore .. .” (Matt, 
28:18, 19). 

“His banner over us is love.” It is 
not new but ole. “Despised and re- 
jected of men,” we have no promise of 
a better reception among men in this 
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Courses for all ages. [Free catalog. 
Kit of samples $1 
Christian Education Co., Box 31-S, Highland, Il. 





When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
TIMEs. 





Lets look inside 
WR EATON 


College 


What do we see?... 
Darmitories crowded to capacity. 
Classrooms filled. Long lines wait- 
ing in dining halls. Libraries taxed 
to the utmost. 

Each year we find it necessary to 
turn away hundreds and hundreds 
of potential Christian leaders and 
servants. And all for the lack of 
room! 

Only your gifts, as the Lord leads, 
will enable Wheaton College to 


For full information concerning Wheaton’s 
needs and plans for the future, write to: 


WHEATON 


c OttesGeE 


“For Chris* and His Kingdom” 


Box No: TA-S7 . ° 


Wheaton, Illinois 







meet this need and to go on with 
its ministry of training young peo- 
ple for Christian life and service. 

Won’t you prayerfully consider 
what the Lord would have you do 
in this time of our need? Your gift 
TODAY means having a part in train- 
ing Christian leaders of TOMOR- 
ROW. Your investment in young 
Christian lives will pay dividends in 
time and eternity. — 





© Wheaton graduates go 
forth as pastors, mission- 
aries, evangelists, Chris- 
tian business and 
professional men 
and women. 
Wherever they go 
they become 
soul-winners 
for the Lord 
Jesus. 















day of His rejection. 


May 3, 1947 


But the day is 
coming when His glory will be seen by 
all, and even those who “pierced” Him 
will fall down before Him. To be with 
Him in the day of His rejection is to be 
with Him also in the day of His glory. 
He has said farewell, but His coming is 
as certain as the dawn. “Watch there- 
fore: for ye know not what hour your 
Lord doth come.” 


Appts ABABA, ETHIOPIA. 
5 


Spiritism 
(Continued from second page) 


house some five years previously by. the 
tenant of that time, a blacksmith named 
Bell; and that his bodily remains might 
be found, where they were buried, in 
the middle of the cellar, ten feet below 
the surface. With some difficulty an 
excavation was subsequently made in 
the place indicated, and, after passing 
through a plank at a’depth of five feet, 
the investigators found pieces of crock- 
ery, charcoal, quicklime, and, finally, 
some human hair and bones. 


“This result stimulated curiosity, and, 
every effort to detect imposture having 
failed, many became interested; commit- 
tees of inquiry were formed; the mani- 
festations were no longer confined to 
rappings:. ‘and it soon became evident 
that an organized attempt was being 
made by the denizens of the spirit-world 
to establish a method of communica- 
tion with mankind.’ On one occasion 
it was proposed that the alphabet should 
be called over, and the unseen intelli- 
gences invited to respond to the neces- 
sary letters, and-so to spell out a sen- 
tence. The suggestion was greeted with 
a_ shower of raps, which was supposed 
to indicate an enthusiastic assent: the 
experiment succeeded, and those who 
were present received, with some degree 
of awe, the first message: — ‘We are all 
your dear friends and relations.’ The 
spirits were then asked by what sign 
they would in future intimate their wish 
to avail themselves of this mode of com. 
munication, and they responded by mak- 
ing five distinct raps. Whenever, there- 
fore, this was repeated in subsequent 
seances, it was understood to be a call 
for the alphabet; and thus an intelligible 
code of signals was instituted. 

“As soon as it had been made clear 
that the power of mediumship was not 
confined to the Foxes, and that other 
spirits were ready to communicate as 
well as that of the pedlar, the excite- 
ment became intense, and the new faith 
spread through the United States with 
so potent an influence, that in 1871 the 
number of its supporters was variously 
reckoned at from eight to eleven mil- 
lions. Nor could the waves of the At- 
lantic set bounds to its progress. It was 
not long before its apostles were active 
on the other side of the main, where 
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they preached its doctrines, and ex- 
hibited its wonders, with such effect that 
it already reckons its adherents by 
myriads in England and on the Conti- 
nent. It has also gained a firm footihg 
in most of the colonies and dependencies 
of the British Empire.” 

Quoting A. R. Wallace, well-known 
naturalist and author, in the Fortnightly 
Review for May and June, 1874, Pember 
gives the following six phenomena pro- 
duced by Spiritism: (1) Simple physical 
phenomena; (2) chemical; (3) direct 
writing and drawing; (4) musical phe- 
nomena; (5) spiritual forms; (6) spir- 
itual photographs. He names these five 
mental phenomena: (1) Automatic writ- 
ing; (2) seeing, or clairvoyance, and 
clairaudience; (3) trance-speaking; (4) 
impersonation; (5) healing. 

Dr. A. T. Schofield believes that in 
2 Corinthians 11:4 “St. ‘Paul is warning 
us against the final dangers that will 
beset the Christian faith, He enumer- 
ates three: ‘Another Jesus, whom we did 
not preach.’ ‘Another spirit, which ye 
did not receive.’ Another gospel, which 
ye did not accept. ’ These three are with 
us today, and are very fairly repre- 
sented in our three most popular new 
religions. They are called ‘Christian 
Science, Spiritism, and Theosophy or 
Modernism.’ ” 

Dr. Schofield, G. H. Pember, Dr. B. H. 
Shadduck of our own day (who has 
frequently written for the Times), and 
others have clearly shown that, while 
there is some trickery back of the mani- 
festations in Spiritism, yet a great deal 
of it does come from the spirit world 
and probably without exception from 
evil spirits. It is most dangerous to 
dabble in it in any form, for it has a 
diabolic fascination for those who take 
it up, and once they have come under 
its spell only the miracle-working power 
of God can deliver them. Many mis- 
sionaries to foreign lands, where Satan 
has freer course than in Christian lands, 
have told of the ravages of demon pos- 
session in human lives, and the sinister 
powers of evil that seem to be present 
even in the atmosphere. It is some- 
times hard to distinguish between in- 
sanity and demon possession; but it 
should be kept in mind that much in- 
sanity is not the direct work of evil 
spirits, for many a child of God has lost 
his or her reason for a time purely 
through physical and nervous causes. 

‘There are a number of passages in 
the Bible showing the possibility of 
communication with the spirit world, 
and commanding us not to have any- 
thing to do with it. Here are some, 
taken from the Revised Version: 

“Thou shalt not suffer the witch to 
live” (Exod. 22:18); “Ye shall not eat 
any thing with the blood: neither shall 
ye use enchantment, nor observe times” 
(Lev. 19:26); “Regard not them that 
have familiar spirits, neither seek after 
wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the 
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Lord your God” (19:31); “And the soul 
that turneth after such as have familiar 
spirits, and after wizards, to go.a whor- 
ing after them, I will even set my face 
against that soul, and will cut him off 
from among his people” (20:6); “A man 
also or a woman that hath a familiar 
spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely 
be put to death: they shall stone them 
with stones: their blood shall be upon 
them” (20:27); “There shall not be found 
among you any one that maketh his 
son or his daughter to pass through the 
fire, or that useth divination, or an ob- 
server of times, or an enchanter, or a 
witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with 
familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necro- 
mancer. For ail that do these things 
are an abomination unto the Lord: and 
because of these abominations the Lord 
thy God doth drive them out from be- 
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A fruitful ministry of evange- 
lism and ere distribution 
supported by will offerings. 

Send for free Quarterly with 
news of work im U. S. and China to: 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 
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GOSPEL OF JOHN 
By LeBaron W. Kinney 
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A LIFE INCOME WITH SAFETY 
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Ben Lippen Conference Center 
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fore thee” (Deut. 18:10-12); “Moreover 
the workers with familiar spirits, and 
the wizards, and the images, and the 
idols, and all the abominations that were 
spied in the land of Judah and in Jeru- 
salem, did Josiah put away, that he 
might perform the words of the law 
which were written in the book that 
Hilkiah the priest found in the house 
of the Lord” (2 Kings 23:24); “And I 
will cut off witchcrafts out of thine hand; 
and thou shalt have no more sooth- 
sayers” (Mic. 5:12). Among the works 
of the flesh are “idolatry, witchcraft” 
(Gal. 5:20); and “sorcerers” are among 
those who will be cast into the lake 
of fire (Rev. 21:8). 

The following is a list of books and 
pamphlets that expose the dangers and 
errors of Spiritism: 

Books and Pamphlets on Spiritism 


1. Spiritism and Kindred Beguilements, by 
B. H. Shadduck (Homo Publishing Co., 5609 
Washington Ave., Ashtabula, Ohio, 25 cents). 


2. Spiritualism in the Light of the. Bible, 
by R. B. Jones (Moody Press, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago 10; 6 cents, per dozen). 

3. Satan and the Saint, by Dr. James M. 
Gray (Moody Press, 20 cents). 


4. Heresies Exposed, by Wm. C. Irvine 
(Loizeaux Bros., 19 W. 21st_St.,. New York 10; 
75 cents). 


‘5. Spiritualism Forbidden of God: Its Source 
Satanic, Net Divine, by F.C.B.F. (Loizeaux 
Bros.,\§ cents). 


6. Spiritualism, by W. E. Biederwolf (Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 255 Jefferson 
Ave., 8.E., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 30 cents). 


7. Chaos‘ of Cults, by J. _K. Van Baalen 
(Eerdmans, $2.50). ° 

8. Earth’s Earliest Ages, and Their Connec- 
tion With Modern Spiritualism and Theosophy, 
by G. H. Pember (Fleming H. Revell Co., 158 
Fifth Ave., New York 10; $2.50; available in 
June). 

The above books and pamphlets may 
be ordered from the Times Book Serv- 
ice, 1721 Spring Garden St., Philadel- 
phia 30. 

w 


A Children’s Day Service for 
the Sunday School 


ASTORS, superintendents, and Sun- 

day school workers will be glad to 
know that a new special service for the 
Sunday school for next Children’s Day, 
which most schools will okserve on June 
8 this year, has been prepared by Mary 
Brainerd Smith, and is now available in 
leaflet form, at 25 cents a dozen, or $2 
a hundred. 

“The Lord in Our Homes” is the title 
of this 1947 Children’s Day Service, and 
it is made up of responsive readings 
from the Scriptures, special hymns that 
may be sung to familiar hymn tunes, 
verse recitations for children from the 
various departments of the sthool, and 
the like. 

This special service will not appear, in 
the pages of THe Sunpay Scuoot Times, 
but is made available in separate leaflet 
form -for the convenience of Tres 
readers. ‘ 

If you desire copies of this special 
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“The Revelation By R. H. Boll 


A scriptural, spiritual, non-speculative 
discussion of this highly interesting last 
book of the Bible. 
164 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 75 cents 
The WORD AND WORK, Publishers 
1046 Dudley Ave., Dept. SS-4, Louisville 4, Ky. 




















Washington Bible Institute 
1445 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. Washington 5, D.C. 
Three-Year General Bible Course. 


George A. Miles, President 
Write for catalogue 





Help to Parents 


Welcome aid in problems of child training . = srosten, 
articles, si stions . - outline for daily worshi 
“Mother B eee and ‘ “The Christian Counsell or,” 
etc. THE CHRISTIAN PARENT is that 10-year-old, 
32-page ince +9 packed with personality whic church 
pecos everywhere are finding so practical and such a 

lessing in handling children. Year's subscription only 
$2; 7 months’ trial, $1. Order today. 


Christian Education Co., Box 31-T, Highland, Jil. 





When answering advtrtisements please 
say you saw it in THe SuNnpay SCHOOL 
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. Meody Bible Snstitule 


An interdenominational, tvition-free Bible 
school, training mgn and women for all 
"tyres of Christian service, Seven courses, | 


Write for details Dept. $ 1036 
153 INSTITUTE PLACE @ CHIGAGO 10 
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Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered and 
registered by New York State Regents, granting B.RE. and Th.B. 
deqrecs, 20 well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical Course 
dip i high school graduation. 
‘Write for catalog. 








Through the Bible Study 
Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
JR '° 


Y¥ People’s and Missionary Socie- 
ties, Vacation Bible Schools.” Prayer 
Meetings, and Home Study. 

Samples 20c; 4grades 75c; Set $3.60 


Through the Sible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4, Tex. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times: $2.25 per year; 
five years, $8.75; five or more copies to 
same or separate addresses, $1.75 each. 

. Canada: add 25 cents per year; foreign: 
add 50 cents per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








service for use in your school, just ask 
for “The 1947 Children’s Day Service,” 
and address your order, with the proper 
remittance, to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 
5, Pa. Copies will be forwarded as soon 


as ready. 
we 


| For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lessen Committee. 


May 12 to 18 

Mon.—2 Kings 5:1-8. ~ 
Help From a Captive Maid. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “. . . captive out 
of the land of Israel a little maid; and 
she waited on Naaman’s wife.” Many a 
sad story has a happy ending. It was 
so with this little captive maid. The 
hand of God was in her troubles. It is 
also in ours. Every arrow has been 
dipped in the Redeemer’s blood; and is 
feathered with the love of God. Sorrow 
has an afterward. “Afterward it yield- 
eth the peaceable fruit of righteousness 
unto them which are exercised thereby” 
(Heb. 12:11). Often a wound in our 
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heart means blessing to someone else. 
Pray for Gospel Recordings, Inc., 124 
Witmer St., Los Angeles 26. 
Tues.—2 Kings 5:9-17. 
Healing for a Foreign General. 
Prayer Succestions: “A mighty man 
of valor, but he was a leper” (v. 1). 
Victorious general Naaman was a victim 
of leprosy. He won a war, but lost 
the fight for health. His hope of re- 
covery, like our salvation, lies wholly 
in the grace and power of God. But in 
seeking salvation we often make the 
same mistake Naaman made in seeking 
miraculous healing from the Lord. We 
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SUMMER HELP 
WANTED 


Nurses, Nurses Aids, Attendants 
Write to 
Director of Nurses 


CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM 
Wyckoff, New Jersey 











When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 





On its way to a Union $.S., this determined group fords Big 
Piney River 3 times in 1% miles, Insets: two wilderness ~~ ag 


more precious than gold: be 


The A.S.S.U. is an organi- 
zation national in scope, the 
only direct missionary agency 
for all the neglected children 
of our country areas. It seeks 
to ee Sunday Schools, 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools 
and Young People’s Bible 
Camps and Conferences on a 
non-sectarian basis. It- em- 
loys the largest number of 

issionaries of any Sunday 
School organization in the 
world, selecting: only men 
of piety, courage and tact. 


282 new Sunday Schools, 


were organized last year and 
136 reorganized, with 1187 
teachers and 9,916 scholars. 
Total attendance in all 
A.S.S.U. schools was 113,076. 
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A We must keep it going!’’ 


» conference of A.S.S.U. Missionaries, 


Where “It Can’t Be Done” 


N EARNEST A.S.S.U. Missionary in 
southern West Virginia learned of a large town 
with no religious services whatever. Calling from 
house to house to see what might be done about 
establishing a Sunday School, again and again 
our worker received the discouraging comment: 
“Others before you have tried and failed — ét , 
can’t be done!” ee 


But two Christian mothers who earnestly ° 
desired the Sunday School were found and a daté 

was set for a meeting in the schoolhouse. 
numbers of young people attended. The Sunday ; 
School was organized and there was keen interest ' 
from the very start. Soon a revival broke opt: 
The Spirit of God awas very graciously present. ? 
Around thirty-five genuine conversions resulted, , 
among them a mother and a daughter who had ; 
told us: “It can’t be done!” This schoo] now has * 
a really spiritual priyer meeting and a young 

people’s society which is a great assistance to 

our work. ‘ 


os 


For thirteen years a nearby town had had only 
an occasional revival, but no established work. Here, . 
teo, the Sunday School led to a weekly prayer meet- 
ing and eventually to regular preaching services. One 
young mother fecently remarked to the Missionary: 
‘Our Sunday School preserves our community spirit. 


You are privileged to maintain a prayer part-* ** 
nership with us in these spiritual victories, : 
Write for full information to DEPARTMENT 
OF MISSIONS, Desk T-547, 1816 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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go about it in our way instead .»f in 
God’s way. Like Naaman we must‘hum- 
ble ourselves, anid: put our trust dn the 
Lord. Pray forthe Biblical Research 
Society, 4417 Ber@nice Ave., Los Angeles 
31, . 


Wed.—Amos 5:4-10. God in National Affairs. 
Prayer Succestions: “Seek the Lord, 
and ye shall live; lest he break out like 
fire . . . and there be none to quench 
it.’ God is ‘present in national: affairs 
by His special providence — the law of 
sowing and reaping. He renders to sin- 
ners the rewards of their sins, and blesses 
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charts, etc. $2.00 complete. 


Pupil’s Workbooks 


Daily as the “House of Life’ progresses, pupils build theif in- 
dividual houses which correspond with the charts used by the 


instructor. 20¢ each, ’ 
. 


@ TROOP SCHOOL FOR 
CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS 


A popular four-year course with a military 


theme. Includes enlistment, orders of the day, 


train drills, target practice, corps maneuvers, 
etc, 


Troop School Supplement 


Por those who have covered the two-year course, 


we have published years 3 and ¢ separately. 75c. 


Ill and IV. 
15c each. 








THE HOUSE OF LIFE 


A brand new two-week course, originated and published at a 
time when boys and gitls need to be reminded of the importance 
of home and all that it means. Every nook and cranny of our 
*ten-room house tells a vital spiritual lesson, Includes missionary 
lessons, handwork, memory work, daily schedule, invitations, songs, 


Pupil’s Workbooks 


Eleven books in the Pupil’s 
series to accompany HAND- 
BOOK OF THE SUMME 
BIBLE SCHOOL. 
14, Order by age. 15c each. 


Soldier's Manual 


Four workbooks for soldiers 
in Troop Schools. 
Order by year. 


Write for a copy of our new 
general catalog. 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
1517 B, Third Street : . 
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@ HANDBOOK OF THE 
SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL 


Complete All-Bible courses for ages 4 to 18 in 
ready-to-use schedule form. Object lessons, hand- 
work patterns, choruses, missionary stories, teaching 
methods, etc. 


Departmental Manuals 


Every teacher should have her individual manual. 
Order by department: Beginner and Primary; Jun- 
jor: Intermediate; Senior. J%5e each. 
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(Lesson for May 18) May 3, 1947 


them that do justly. “Righteousness ex. 
alteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to 
any people” (Prov. 14:34). The nation 
that forgets God will be punished of 
God. The state of the church is the in- 
dicator of what may be expected in the 
nation. Pray for a revival of vital Chris- 
tianity in the churches of our land. 


Thurs.—Amos 6:1-7, Warning Against Injustice. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Woe unto them 
that are at ease in Zion.” Lovers of 
ease are without justice and mercy. A 
drinker lifts his glass to the health of 
strangers while ruining that of his own 
household. Pleasure-loving people care 
nothing about the woes of the world, if 
they can have all the fun they want. 
The movement for shorter hours of labor 
and more money for the week’s work is 
a symptom of national decay. The love 
of ease was one of the sins of Sodom. 
Satan finds much mischief for lovers of 
pleasure. Pray for Carver Bible Institute, 
Station A, Box 3, Atlanta. 


Fri.—Amos 7:7-15. 
The Prophet and the Plumbline. 
PraYeR Succestions: “The Lord stood 
upon a wall made by a plumbline, with 
a plumbline in his hand.” God is true 
and all His works are dune in truth. 
The plumbline of faithfulness never will 
be lacking in all His déalings with us. 
“He is faithful that promised.” Whether 
He warns or pledges blessing He will 
keep His word. His plumbline is ‘in the 
midst of all who have a conscience and 
have had the Law and the Gospel. By 
these all will be judged. God is just as 
well as merciful. Pray for Russian Mis- 
sionary Service, 6225 Morton St., Phila- 
delphia 44. 


Sat—Amos 8:4-10. Working for Justice. 
PRAYER Succestions: “The Lord hath 
sworn by the excellency of Jacob. Surely 
I will never forget any of their works.” 
We work best against injustice when 
we are just ourselves and present to 
others, in the power of the Spirit, the 
warnings and threatenings of the Lord. 
There is not enough preaching to con- 
science, nor lawful use of the Law, that 
was made for the lawless. We forget 
there must be conviction before conver- 
sion. Pray for the Teachers’ Christian 
Fellowship, 64 E. Lake St., Chicago. 1. 


Sun.—James 2:14-26, The Faith That Works. 

PRAYER SvuccesTions: “Faith, if it 
hath not works, is dead, being alone.” 
Dead faith may have a good deal of 
Bible knowledge, but if it is a stranger 
to Bible practice it soon shows that it 
is “dead.” Even the Devil believes 
and shudders, for he knows that his 
faith is vain and that he is yet, and 
shall be forever, in his sins. Faith 
that saves has eternal life in it. Ii 
works righteousness. It works by 
love. Its obedience is known and read 
of all men, Pray for the Lithuanian 
Missionary Association, Inc., Box 488, 
Chicago 90. 
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